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 It was an incredible day, all of the cadets were so excited. 
Seeing the flypast was a particular highlight but also being 
part of such an important part of RAF history  ... 
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Well, it’s been another marathon of a year and one which  
has seen the air cadets and adult volunteers once again 
demonstrate their enthusiasm, commitment and energy in all  
that they do but, in particular, whilst assisting our parent  
Service - the Royal Air Force - in celebrating its Centenary. 
RAF100 has seen some spectacular 
events across the country and we, ‘oop 
North’ have been no exception.  

Whether it be the awe-inspiring sight 
of 1000 plus cadets marching through the 
centre of Doncaster or the many other 
activities (too numerous to mention) 
that all the Wings have undertaken, 
I am immensely proud of all that the 
North Region (alongside the rest of the 
RAF Air Cadets) has contributed; you all 
certainly have helped the Royal Air Force 
Commemorate, Celebrate and Inspire!

Turning now to my other 
responsibilities, the Valuing our Volunteers 
workstream, I remain keen to significantly 
reduce the admin burden on our 
volunteers as quickly as possible. As ever, 
this is proving to be harder than it should 
be and I accept that progress appears 
to be painfully slow. Whilst we have had 
some unavoidable delays, much work 
has been going on behind the scenes 
and, in particular, to our information 

system BADER, which will pave the way 
for enhanced on-line administration of 
your own personal data, including all 
allowances. The technical changes to 
underpin these initiatives have been 
complex and difficult and continue to be, 
yet we are getting there. The arrival of 
personal email accounts sometime next 
year should herald the start of a much-
needed move away from paper based 
forms, duplication of effort, delay and a 
massive reduction in postage!

Another new initiative on the horizon 
is the Cadet Portal. This sees the BADER 
team working closely with a small 
group of Cadet Forces Adult Volunteer 
software specialists called the Volunteer 
Development Team (VDT). 

The VDT members have a great deal 
of experience of developing software 
solutions both in their professional careers 
and in the ATC at the local squadron 
and wing level and they are using this to 
develop a new Cadet Portal. 

The purpose of the Cadet Portal is 
to provide each ATC cadet with direct 
and easy access to their Bader Squadron 
Management System (SMS) record 
through any internet connected device 
with a web browser (smartphone, tablet, 
desktop etc).

The Cadet Portal will be hosted on 
the Bader infrastructure and the web 
application will be directly linked to SMS. 

This will allow a cadet to log in and 
access their Progressive Training Syllabus 
record, submit absence requests directly 
to their squadron (and automatically 
update the SMS register), access event 
information including bidding for places 
on events and access the right version of 
key files like the TG21 consent forms and 
dress regulations. 

Further information on the progress of 
the project will be provided through both 
internal channels and through external 
communications including social media. 
Watch this space!  n

Engineering their way to The Top!
Congratulations to the Air Cadets from 1378 (Mold) & 1918 
(Ruthin) Squadrons who have just been announced winners of 
the prestigious RAF Engineering Competition.
The team’s design for linked flight 
simulators scooped first prize in 
the youth competition, earning 
them a cash prize and a super STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) bundle.

A spokesman for the competition 
said: “We’ve had fantastic entries from 
across the Royal Air Force and from the 
Air Cadets, Air Scouts and University 
Air Squadrons. More than 50 teams 
took up the challenge to design an 
engineering solution relating to air and 
space activities.

Challenging
“Sponsored by Raytheon, the competition 
has been aimed at inspiring future 
generations and challenging them to 
help shape the future of the Air Force.”

The cadets from Mold and Ruthin 
Squadrons came up with a design to 
improve the Air Cadet Experience by 
housing two flight simulators in separate 
squadrons which could be securely 
networked, enabling them to be flown 
simultaneously in the same virtual 
air space. In addition, they developed a 
simulated Air Traffic Control facility which 
could be operated from either squadron, 
able to control and communicate with 
the two simulated aircraft.

The 18-month long competition 
culminated at the Imperial War Museum 
at Duxford, one of the country’s most 
historic airfields.

Bringing together the 16 finalists for 
the youth competition, the entries were 
reviewed by judging panels consisting 
of RAF and industry personnel, as well as 
the Rt Hon Robert Halfon MP, Member 
of Parliament for Harlow and Chair of 
the Education Committee, and Brian 
McManus, a popular STEM vlogger.

The winners received their awards 
from Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Hillier, 
Chief of the Air Staff. 

He said: “Announcing the winners of 
the RAF Engineering Competition was 
a personal highlight for me, as we seek 
to inspire a new generation to engage 
with STEM subjects and develop the 
aerospace pioneers of the future. As 
we approach the conclusion of RAF100, 
I am incredibly proud of all that we have 
achieved and we look forward to our 
next century with great confidence.”

Commitment
The cadets from 105 (Cambourne) Sqn 
took second place with their presentation 
on the possibility of a Hydrogen Fuel 
Cell Aircraft. 

Third spot was awarded to 119 
(Scunthorpe) Sqn for their work on an 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle for Close Range 
Reconnaissance with the team from 
1985 (Flitwick) Sqn taking the Youth 
Teams’ Team Award, as voted for by the 
other competitors.

Cadet Sergeant Jess Hunt from 
119 Sqn won the individual award 

for demonstrating the MBDA values 
of commitment, integrity, passion, 
innovation and team spirit. Jess received 
£100 of Amazon vouchers which were 
presented on behalf of the sponsor of 
this award, MBDA, by the Chief of the  
Air Staff.  n

 The competition 
has been aimed 
at inspiring future 
generations and 
challenging them 
to help shape 
the future of the 
Air Force ... 

Commemorate, 
Celebrate, InspireBy Group Captain Mark Leeming,

 Regional Commandant North
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Lightning Visit ...
Ambassador Carol Vorderman Arranges 
Air Cadets’ Visit To F-35 Factory
RAF Air Cadet Ambassador, Honorary Group Captain  
Carol Vorderman has taken a trio of lucky cadets to Fort Worth, 
Texas to see the inside of the mile-long Lockheed Martin factory 
which makes the RAF’s next generation aircraft, the F-35 ...

MAIN IMAGE: UK test pilot Peter Wilson prepares to take off to conduct the world’s first Shipborne Rolling 
Vertical Landing (SRVL). It was carried out by an F-35B Lightning II joint strike fighter jet conducting trials 

onboard the UK’s new carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth. The UK is the only nation currently planning to use 
the manoeuvre, which will allow jets to land onboard with heavier loads, meaning they won’t need to 

jettison expensive fuel and weapons before landing. IMAGES: Lockheed Martin / Crown Copyright 2018.

Words by  Denise E Parker



“Obviously 
there’s a lot 

of technology 
that was off 

limits to us but just 
seeing it in general 

was amazing.”
Darrell, who currently 

works in a London law firm, said: 
“You see these aircraft on the news but 

to stand next to one takes your breath 
away – it’s brand new and is so pristine 
and new that it looks like a model but it’s 
phenomenal, a masterpiece. 

“In Texas, at the mile-long production 
plant, I was absolutely thrilled to see all of 
the Americans and explore the Lockheed 
Martin factory. 

“A massive thank you to our wonderful 
Ambassador, Honorary Group Captain 
Vorderman and to Lockheed Martin for 
making this possible. Hopefully, I will be 
joining the RAF in a couple of years and I 
may be flying an F-35 one day.”

Charlie said: “I am very excited to have 
this once-in-lifetime opportunity to see 
the future of aviation. The technology 
inside the factory was totally mind-
boggling. I never imagined I would 
get the chance to see the F-35 actually 
under construction. I can’t thank Carol 
enough for pulling this all together. I will 
remember it forever.” 

A Lockheed Martin spokesman said: 
“The F-35 is 10 to 15 years ahead of many 
of its competitor aircraft and the UK 
has been a major partner in developing 
the aircraft. So when Carol 
suggested a visit 
for some of 
the people 
who may 
soon be flying 
the F-35, we naturally jumped at 
the chance.”  n

 You see these 
aircraft on the news 
but to stand next 
to one takes your 
breath away ... 
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Carol arranged the trip with contacts 
at Lockheed Martin which generously 
sponsored the once-in-a-lifetime trip 
for the cadets.

And Carol then used her amazing links 
with the BBC’s prime time “One Show” 
to arrange for a film crew to follow the 
cadets as they went inside the famous 
factory which makes the RAF’s and Navy’s 
latest fighter jet.

Commandant of the Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets (RAFAC), Air Commodore 
Dawn McCafferty said: “We could not 
ask for a more inspirational Ambassador, 
whose passion for aviation and 
engineering inspires our cadets and 
whose determination to showcase the 
talents of our young people and give 
them amazing opportunities has resulted 
in this very special visit to the F-35 
production facility.”

The cadets, all aged 19, are the best in 
the UK.  Each cadet is a top award winner 
from within the RAF Air Cadets which 

comprises the Air Training Corps (ATC) 
and the Combined Cadet Force (RAF). 

They are Cadet Warrant Officer Darrell 
Kovak, from 31 (Tower Hamlets) Squadron 
of the ATC,   Cadet Warrant Officer Lauren 
Rysnburger of 150 (Oxford) Sqn ATC  and 
Cadet Warrant Officer Charlie Apel of 
Merchant Taylor School, Combined Cadet 
Force (RAF).

Ahead of the coveted trip to the 
Lockheed Martin factory, Darrell and 
Lauren visited RAF Marham, Norfolk with 
Gp Capt Vorderman to see the F-35 up 
close and personal and meet the Station 
Commander Gp Capt Cab Townsend, 
himself a former air cadet.

They were filmed by the BBC during 
their visit and even had a surprise dial-in 
telephone chat from Charlie who had 
just started university and was unable to 
make the trip across country. 

Their excitement was palpable as they 
were given the rare opportunity to stand 
up inside the bomb bay of the F-35 with 

a tour from Gp 
Capt Townsend.

Lauren, 
who is studying 
languages at 
Southampton 
University, said: “It’s 
an absolute privilege to 
come to RAF Marham and to be 
standing next to the F-35 which is a truly 
stunning aircraft. 
It’s one of the most capable aircraft in the 
world and just being able to stand next 
to it is a real pleasure.

“With the RAF Air Cadets, I been 
lucky enough to have obtained a flying 
scholarship which allowed me to get 
my Private Pilot’s Licence and being up 
close to an aircraft like this is really quite 
immense. 

“The factory was pretty amazing and 
it was a brilliant opportunity to gain 
an insight into how these aircraft are 
put together. 

80 YEARS OF AIR CADET MAGAZINE
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ON THE TRAIL OF THE INCAS

 11

Words & Images by  Flt Lt David Hill
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Andean peaks, 
Amazonian 
rainforest, Incan 
ruins: Peru has an 
immense wealth 
of sights and 
experiences topped 
by the magical city 
of Machu Picchu. 
For Sussex Wing 
cadets, the wonders 
of Peru set the stage 
for an incredible 
adventure to mark 
the Centenary of the 
Royal Air Force.

On the Trail of the Incas



Sussex Wing was determined to 
mark the 100 year anniversary of the 
formation of the RAF in style and 
embarked on an expedition to Peru, 
tackling building work at an orphanage, 
completing a high level trek and a 
visit to one of the world’s best-known 
archaeological sites, the awe-inspiring 
ancient city of Machu Picchu.

After months of fundraising, 24 cadets 
and eight staff travelled more than 6,000 
miles to Peru. The cadets had been 
carefully chosen, based on a selection 
weekend of leadership and team tasks, 
plus a day spent rejuvenating the outside 
of a local retirement home.

A freezing training weekend in the 
Peak District gave the team the skills 
they needed to survive in Peru whilst 
a weekend spent with the Royal Navy 
Leadership Academy in Portsmouth gave 
them the leadership and team working 
skills to do this successfully. It also earned 
all the cadets their Silver Leadership 
Badges – the first in Sussex.

The cadets and staff travelled to Peru in 
two teams each of 12 cadets and four staff  
- five days apart. This was deliberate as it 
meant the project would benefit from 10 
days of continuous labour and allow the 
cadets to acclimatise to the altitude in 
advance of the trek.

Refuge
First stop for the cadets was ‘Azul Wasi’ – 
an orphanage at Cusco. It was established 
by a local police officer who was fed 
up seeing kids living on the streets, 
begging for food and unable to improve 
themselves. 

He bought a plot of land and, through 
hard work and community donations, has 
built a refuge that is now home to over 20 
orphans (male and female) with the aim 
to expand. The name means ‘Blue House’ 
and reflects the fact that the orphans can 
come and go (blue skies), unlike the more 
institutional state orphanages where the 
kids aren’t allowed outside, and either 
attend the local school or receive tutoring 
at the orphanage.

The project for our two teams was to 
help build a new bathroom block as the 
original one was falling down. A shell 
had been built and the groundwork 
completed, but the structure now needed 
a floor, walls and appliances.

  ON THE TRAIL OF THE INCAS80 YEARS OF AIR CADET MAGAZINE
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Armed with hard hats, gloves and 
safety specs, the cadets began the 
arduous task of helping to move  
several tons of iron metalwork on 
to the roof section. This would be 
used to reinforce the concrete for the 
suspended ceiling, making the building 
watertight and later allow a second 
floor to be added to increase the 
sleeping accommodation.

Impressive
Gradually, the building began to take 
shape in what was an impressive 
engineering feat with the cadets working 
from early morning to dusk, tying the 
structure together with wire cut by one 
of the orphans with an angle grinder!

By the fourth day, the structure was 
finished and we watched as the locals 
removed the holding supports and 
gravity dropped the structure into 
the prepared channels – a perfect fit 
of course!  

We spent the day fitting in the 
polystyrene insulation blocks and then 
tying them in with yet more rods and 
wire until the roof was fully sealed off 
– time for the first team to move on to 
the trek.

As Team Two arrived so did some 
25 tonnes of ballast and cement that 
needed mixing. The next two days were 
demanding with the cadets mixing 
cement, passing it to the locals who 
got it on to the roof using buckets 
and wheelbarrows via a ramp, whilst a 
second group of cadets then laid it in 
the shuttering channels and then over 
the polystyrene. 

The next couple of days were 
spent building the vertical pillars for 
the next floor and clearing the site 
ready for the final phase of fitting and 
connecting appliances.

Rewarding
The work was long and hard but the 
most rewarding part of the project was 
engaging with the orphans, not just 
working on the new bathroom block but 
them trying to teach us Quechuan (Incan 
language), playing football (which got 
very serious), eating together and just 
chatting and playing cards. 

We had also brought out some 
musical instruments, paid for via a 

crowdfunding initiative by one of the 
cadets, plus there was enough left to 
buy each orphan a warm jacket and 
new shoes.

 After the project, each team moved 
back to Cusco to prepare for the trek 
along the Salcantay Trail. This is a four-
day walk, varying in altitude between 
2200m and a high pass of 4650m in the 
shadow of Apu Salkantay, Peru’s fourth 
highest peak. 

The trek afforded the teams stunning 
views of snow capped peaks, amazing 
waterfalls and glacial valleys - we spent 
some time soaking up the views and the 
sense of achievement.

Amazing
The last day saw us climbing again, by 
now on the original Inca trail towards 
Machu Picchu. After some four hours’ 
climbing in the rain, the sun finally broke 
through just as we reached the ruins at 
Llactapata, a small archaeological site, 

high above the river where we got our 
first views of a distant Machu Picchu. 

Machu Picchu did not disappoint and 
was the jewel of our trip. We had stunning 
views of the citadel and surrounding 
peaks whilst our guides mixed legend 
and fact to give us a potted history of the 
Inca Empire.

The trip was an amazing experience 
and gave the cadets real opportunities 
to lead and work together which will 
provide the evidence for cadets to get 
an ILM Level 3 in Team Leading and 
Motivation once they complete their final 
assessments back in the UK.

Thanks to the Ulysses Trust, South 
East Reserve Forces’ and Cadets’ 
Association (SERFCA), Connaught Trust 
and the RAF100 and Singleton Trusts 
for their support.  n
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RAF Air Cadets 
stepped up to the 
mark to help kick-off 
the international 
celebration of 
RAF100 at RIAT 
2018.
The Royal Air Force celebrated RAF100 
in style at this year’s Royal International 
Air Tattoo, which took place at RAF 
Fairford in Gloucestershire.

The air show, which was the official 
‘international’ celebration of the RAF’s 
Centenary, showcased a Royal Review 
of aircraft and parade from the Queen’s 
Colour Squadron, as well as a series of 
spectacular flypasts and displays to 
commemorate the anniversary.

The RAF Charitable Trust’s Patron, HRH 
the Duke of Kent and his brother, HRH 
Prince Michael of Kent (pictured below), 
conducted the review and took the 
salute for the Queen’s Colour.

A special tribute to the legendary 617 
‘Dambusters’ Squadron saw the iconic 
Lancaster bomber from the Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight fly in formation 
with the squadron’s current aircraft, the 
Tornado, and the RAF’s new state-of-the-
art F-35B Lightning II. 

Another flypast featured nine RAF 
Typhoons in formation, as part of the 
centenary celebrations. In all, 302 aircraft 
from 43 air arms representing 30 nations 
attended the air show of which 121 took 
part in the flying display. 

Some 79 military delegations were 
represented and this included 64 military 

chiefs from around the world including 
Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Stephen Hillier, the First Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir Phillip Jones, Chairman of the NATO 
Committee, Air Marshal Sir Stuart Peach 
and Vice-Chief of the Defence Staff, 
General Sir Gordon Messenger.

Record crowds
A record crowd of 185,000 turned up to 
celebrate the RAF’s Centenary with some 
1,000 cadets and Cadet Forces Adult 
Volunteers (CFAVs) forming the light blue 

army that enables the world’s largest 
air show to take place. They were also 
joined by the Air Cadets’ Ambassador, 
Honorary Group Captain Carol 
Vorderman, pictured above. Whilst at the 
RIAT campsite with the cadets and CFAVs, 
she took the opportunity to walk around 
some of the light aircraft on display and 
talk cadets through various elements of 
the airframe. 

She said: “It is great to see how the 
RAF Air Cadet Camp continues to flourish 
year after year. This year being such a 

  FEATURES ROYAL REVIEW RIAT
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Words by   Flt Lt Taz Bhachoo
Images by  Philip Jones
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milestone for the RAF I am delighted to 
have been able to spend so much time 
with our amazing cadets”. 

Air Marshal Sir Kevin Leeson, chairman 
of the Royal Air Force Charitable Trust, 
said: “Our 2018 theme centred on the 
international celebration of 100 years of 
the RAF. 

As an air show we wanted Celebrate, 
Commemorate and Inspire and the RAF 
Air Cadets have once again embraced 
this mantle. The cadets and staff that 
attended RIAT 2018 allowed themselves 
to be inspired by the amazing displays, 
fusion of cultures, people, excitement 
and innovation on show but they 
themselves inspired so many people at 
the show with their sheer determination, 
hard work and fun-spirit that reminds 
everyone what RIAT is about. 

“The Charitable Trust is grateful for the 
support they give us year on year and 
in turn we are delighted to inspire the 
next generation!”

Exposure to the wide range of careers 
within aviation and STEM was not solely 
limited to the showground at RIAT 2018. 
Stu Little, former CFAV and current Air 
Traffic Controller at Heathrow, visited 
the campsite one evening to deliver a 
careers’ presentation showcasing the 
great opportunities available to RAF Air 
Cadets with National Air Traffic Services 
(NATS) and focused on the different entry 
routes available. 

Cadet Warrant Officer James Carroll 
from 247 (Ashton Under Lyne) Squadron 
said: “It was great to hear how varied 
and different a day in the life of an Air 
Traffic Controller can be. As someone 
who is deciding what I want to do with 
my career, it was so useful to understand 
the different ways I could become an Air 
Traffic Controller!”

The centrepiece of RIAT 2018 was the 
Royal Review which marked the first time 

the Queen’s Colour was paraded since its 
presentation earlier in the week. 

Once again, cadets stepped up to 
the mark and aided with route lining, 
providing a guard of honour and 
assisting the VIPs around the show. The 
RAF Charitable Trust’s Patron, HRH the 
Duke of Kent and HRH Prince Michael of 
Kent conducted the review and took the 
salute for the Queen’s Colour. 

Before the parade, cadets were given 
the opportunity to speak to the Central 
Band of the RAF and learn more about 
their roles in the force as well as grill 
them on their favourite songs! 

Cadet Sergeant Reece Hunter said: 
“It was great to see the RAF Queen’s 
Colour Squadron and the Central Band of 
the RAF up close. Having the opportunity 
to speak to them about their roles and 
how they felt being part of RAF100 was 
so cool!”

Every year, two flights from RIAT form 
a guard of honour for the RAF Charitable 
Trust’s gala dinner. This year, they formed 
a Guard of Honour for HRH The Princess 
Royal who attended the dinner as guest 
of honour. Detachment WO, Warrant 
Officer Claire Callaghan was “delighted 
that the arrival of HRH The Princess Royal 
was kept a secret until the last minute. 
I know this will be a moment a lot of our 
cadets will remember for a long time 
to come”. 

Four lucky cadets also had the 
opportunity to attend the RAF100 Gala 

Dinner as guests of Commandant Air 
Cadets. They met the Chief of the Air 
Staff, Secretary of State for Defence 
and quizzed their respective Regional 
Commandants. Group Captain Roger 
Simon, Regional Commandant Wales 
and West, said: “The gala dinner was 
an excellent way to finish a week of 
celebrations for RAF100. The fact that 
we have had cadets from all over the 
organisation at every single celebratory 
event is a fantastic achievement.”

Amazing
Cadet Corporal Francesca Cavaciuti, 
who attended the dinner, said she 
was “in awe of such an amazing night. 
Being able to speak to various heads 
of groups, station commanders and 
officers from all over the world is a truly 
remarkable opportunity!”

The Red Sparrows competition, which 
recognises the 12 best under-15 Cadets 
attending RIAT for the first time, was 
once again hosted by Friends of RIAT 
(FRIAT) and an RAF station. 

Thanks to the Air Cadet Liaison 
Officer (ACLO) Team at RAF Brize Norton 
who arranged an amazing day for the 
Sparrows clambering all over and taking 
in the sheer scale of a C-17 Globemaster. 
Huge thanks to FRIAT and NATS for also 
hosting the cadets. 

Cadet Jack Harris, one of the 12 Red 
Sparrows, reflected on what he says 
was “an awesome day! From the lie in, 

silver service breakfast with OC RIAT, VIP 
seats and then the Brize Norton trip – 
it was brilliant!” 

Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty 
spent two days with the Cadet Camp 
and said: “Once again, Wing Commander 
Williams’ team, the cadets and CFAVs 
have really made RIAT 2018 memorable 
for some great reasons. I am delighted 
that we have cadets from every single 
Wing in the organisation, the fact that 
we have cadets from overseas units and 
the CCF makes this feel like a wonderful 
organisation-wide celebration of our 
parent service. 

RIAT encapsulated the ethos of the 
RAFAC and offers opportunities for cadets 
to learn to work together, demonstrate 
teamwork and develop their leadership 
and communication skills. The mentality 
of working hard and playing hard is just 
one part of a successful mix that sees so 
RIAT become one of the most contested 
camps to get a place on!”

Reflecting on another mammoth 
year, Wing Commander Darran Williams, 
Detachment Commander RAFAC RIAT, 
said he was “indebted to the cadets and 
CFAVs who make this air show work. 

“The RAF Air Cadets are that cog that 
keeps on turning within the RIAT machine. 
To do it this year, in one of the hottest 
RIATs on record is fantastic. Thank you 
for all your efforts, you’ve earned a well 
deserved rest but get ready to gear up to 
2019 soon!”  n
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 2018 was a roaring success and it was delightful to see how 
the cadets embraced the celebratory feel of the air show and 
allowed us to commemorate a truly remarkable achievement 
in such a wonderful way ... 

Cadets from Northern Ireland 
showcased their aircraft build to 
air show visitors. Cadets from 17 
squadrons worked together to build 
the Sting S4 ultralight aircraft from a 
kit, totalling 400 hours of work. 

The aircraft, which was built as 
part of Boeing’s Centennial Wings 
programme, was on display outside the 
Techno Zone. The project collaboration 
between Boeing, The Royal Air Force 
and The Air League, was launched in 
2016 to mark Boeing’s Centenary, with 
the completion date scheduled to 
document the RAF100 Anniversary. 

Project Officer, Squadron Leader 
Aaron Coulter, said: “The sense of pride 
seeing the aircraft here at RIAT 2018 is 
overwhelming. I am so proud of all the 
cadets and staff that have contributed 
to this project’s success and I am 
looking forward to seeing her fly for the 
first time in the coming weeks.”

Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty, 
Commandant RAF Air Cadets said: 
“It’s brilliant to see the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Maths) 
subjects grow within Air Cadets. It’s 
been a really exciting project. 

“The programme was designed 
to complement and enhance the 
existing RAF Air Cadet curriculum 
with hands-on practical application of 
classroom theory. 

“Hopefully it has helped to inspire 
young people to study STEM subjects 
and take an interest in a military and 
aerospace career.”

The aircraft was also visited by the 
Rt Hon. Gavin Williamson MP, Secretary 
of State for Defence. He was given a 
private tour of the Techno Zone and at 
the Gala Dinner said: “It is wonderful to 
see the next generation fuel their love 
of aviation by getting involved in such a 
wonderful project”  n

Centennial Wings 
Touchdown



was an honour to be selected to perform 
and show our appreciation, as young 
people, for what the RAF does and has 
done. It’s been really amazing to lead the 
parade and to help celebrate the 100th 
birthday of the RAF. It’s been an incredible 

experience and a real honour to march 
in front of the Air Vice-Marshal 

and VIPs.”
Wing Commander 
Dave Harris, Officer 

Commanding 
Durham & 
Northumberland 
Wing, said he 
was proud so 
many cadets had 
taken part.

Wonderful 
“Young people often 

get a bad press, but 
our cadets show a very 

different and positive side 

to the youth of today. They are a credit 
to the ATC and the RAF, whose values, 
uniform, and commitment we share. It has 
been wonderful to be able to bring our air 
cadets together with serving personnel 
and veterans for what has been a once in 
a lifetime experience, and to see the pride 
on the faces of these young people.”

Group Captain Tim Wilbond RAF 
(Retired), who chairs the North East 
RAF100 Coordination Committee that 
sponsored the RAF100 celebrations 
in Durham, said: “The North East has 
a long association with the RAF and 
today’s activities are as much about 
commemorating that linkage. 

“The RAF Air Cadets are the future 
and they are an amazing body of young 
people. We have been determined 
that they should feature prominently 
in all the RAF100 events in the region 
and they can be justifiably proud of the 
contribution they are making to this year 
of celebration.  n
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Hundreds of air cadets from across 
the North East paraded against 
the stunning backdrop of Durham 
Cathedral to mark the centenary of the 
Royal Air Force.

The 350 young cadets stood shoulder 
to shoulder with serving RAF personnel, 
Reservists, RAF Air Cadets’ staff and 
veterans, as they celebrated the 100th 
Anniversary of the formation of the 
world’s first independent air force.

The cadets drawn from across Durham 
& Northumberland Wing were also joined 
by the Lord Lieutenants of Durham and 
Tyne and Wear, and Air Vice-Marshal 
Mike Wigston, Assistant Chief of the Air 
Staff (pictured top right), whose arrival in 
Durham aboard a new Northern Rail train 
from Newcastle he had earlier named 
Spirit of the Royal Air Force, coincided 
with a commemorative flypast by a 

Spitfire. Also among the specially invited 
guests was 100-year-old Gwen Weston. 

The centenarian born in Ebchester, 
County Durham, on April 2, 1918 – the 
day after the RAF was formed - served 
in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force 
throughout World War Two, while her 
husband, Bill, was an air gunner with 
Bomber Command and her brother, 
Stewart Cheeseman, served with Coastal 
Command in the Mediterranean.

Proud
Gwen said: “I am immensely proud to 
have served my country in the Royal Air 
Force, and am equally proud that my late 
husband was a gunner in a Pathfinder 
Squadron. 

“I am delighted to have been asked to 
attend this special day of celebration in 
Durham for the RAF, and am glad to see 
so many people have turned out to cheer 
the young air cadets on and join in what is 
a very special occasion.”

Spectators of all ages gathered on 
Palace Green to watch the 500-strong 
RAF100 parade, which was led by the 
Durham & Northumberland Wing Band, 
and included a service of thanksgiving 
in Durham Cathedral. The parade 
culminated in an inspection, salute 
and march past observed by the 
VIP guests.

Among the cadets 
taking part were 
Rebecca Leitch, 
15, from 2344 
(Longbenton) 
Squadron, 
pictured above 
right, who gave 
a reading as part 
of the service of 
thanksgiving, and 
Wing Band member, 
Evie Panvalkar, 15, 
from 346 (Tynemouth) 
Squadron. Cadet Leitch said: “It 

Memorial for World 
War One Flying Ace
RAF Air Cadets attended a special 
service to unveil a commemorative 
stone at the Old Steine War 
Memorial in Brighton in honour 
of World War One flying ace 
Edward Mannock.

Major Edward Corringham 
Mannock was born in 1887 at 
Preston Barracks – now home to 225 
(Brighton No 1) Squadron. He served 
in the Royal Engineers and the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, before 
training to become a pilot with the 
Royal Flying Corps. He went on to 
serve as Flight Commander in 40 
Squadron and Major in command of 
85 Squadron.

During a remarkable flying career 
he was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order, with two bars for 
subsequent acts of gallantry, and the 
Military Cross with one bar. 

On July 26 1918, the engine 
of Edward Mannocks’s aircraft is 
believed to have been hit by a 
massive volley of ground fire and he 
crashed behind German lines. He was 
awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross 
in 1919, which is displayed in the 
Imperial War Museum in London.

The commemorative stone was 
unveiled by the Lord Lieutenant 
of East Sussex, Mr Peter Field. 
Also in attendance were the Mayor 
of Brighton & Hove, Councillor 
Dee Simson, Air Marshal Sir 
Freddie Sowrey (Ret’d), Officer 
Commanding Sussex Wing, Wing 
Commander Hélène Gould as well 
as representatives of the RAF, British 
Legion and RAF Air Cadets.  n

Air Cadets mark a Century of 
the RAF with Durham Parade

Words & images  Jane Hall
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Cadets support RAF100 celebrations ...
Cadets and volunteers from across the Royal Air Force Air Cadets 
converged on London to support the RAF100 celebrations.
Many attended the special anniversary 
service in Westminster Abbey before 
watching the historic flypast of 100 of 
the RAF’s finest aircraft.

Some cadets were even part of the 
flypast with 100 on board the Voyager 
aircraft, as 1,000 RAF personnel paraded 
down The Mall below them.

Cadets and staff also joined RAF 
“regulars” attending receptions at 
Buckingham Palace, St James’ Palace 
and Horse Guards Parade to mark the 
momentous occasion. RAF Air Cadet 
Ambassador, Honorary Group Captain 
Carol Vorderman, was joined by cadets 
for RAF100 television interviews before 
attending the service in Westminster 
Abbey and cadets also had the 
opportunity to visit the static aircraft 
display in Horse Guards Parade.

Always helping others, the cadets were 
also out in force raising money on the day 
for the Royal Air Forces Association.

As the next generation, the air cadets 
represent the “Inspiration” element 
of the RAF100 celebrations which has 
the themes “commemorate, celebrate 
and inspire”.

With the RAF Air Cadets, comprising 
both the Air Training Corps (ATC) and 
the Combined Cadet Force RAF – CCF 
(RAF) - hundreds of cadets marked the 
anniversary in the capital.

Commandant RAFAC, Air Commodore 
Dawn McCafferty, who attended the 
service and then the reception at Horse 
Guards Parade, said: “This is a once-in-
a-generation event and I feel incredibly 
lucky and deeply honoured to be leading 
the RAF Air Cadets during the Centenary 
of the RAF. 

 “Having spent 23 years as a regular 
RAF officer, five leading the RAF Families 
Federation, and six as a reservist officer 
in command of the next generation, 
I am delighted to see the anniversary 
marked in this magnificent way. 
The 55,000 cadets, volunteers and staff 
who make up the RAF Air Cadets are 
with the RAF every step of the way and 

are supporting the centenary across the 
UK and abroad. Without the support 
of our parent Service – the RAF – these 
youngsters aged 12-19 - would not have 
the broad experience and opportunities 
they receive, so, from all members of 
the RAF Air Cadets  ‘Happy Birthday and 
thank you’.” 

Flight Lieutenant Mark Bird, Officer 
Commanding 56 (Woolwich) Squadron, 
said: “It’s fantastic for the RAF Air Cadets 
to be involved with another high profile 
RAF100 event, and to represent the Corps 
amongst all the other members of the 
RAF family. We have been involved in 
a number of RAF100 celebrations over 
the summer, which has been a great 

opportunity for the cadets to meet 
regular, reserve and veterans from all 
different branches of the RAF.”

Cadet Warrant Officer Darrell Kovak, 
Dacre Sword Winner 2018, of 31 (Tower 
Hamlets) Squadron, ATC, said:  “It was 
an incredible day, all of the cadets were 
so excited. 

“Seeing the flypast was a particular 
highlight but also being part of such an 
important part of RAF history.”

Cadet Flight Sergeant Yasmin 
Sachdev, 241 (Wanstead and Woodford) 
Squadron, said:  “I joined the RAF Air 
Cadets four years ago, because I wanted 
a fun hobby. I never imagined that there 
would be such incredible opportunities 
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accompanied by the winner of the 
prestigious Sir John Thomson Memorial 
Sword 2018 (best cadet in the CCF RAF) – 
CWO Charlotte Apel, 19.

Warrant Officers Colin Sharp and Brian 
Mannion, both of HQ RAFAC and formerly 
members of the highly respected RAF 
Queen’s Colour Squadron were in the 
thick of the celebrations putting their 
wide experience of running large events 
to good use marshalling the main parade.

The RAF was formed towards the end 
of the First World War on April 1, 1918 and 

is the oldest independent air force in the 
world.  It has supported the Air Training 
Corps unstintingly since its establishment 
in 1941 and in its early days as the Air 
Defence Cadet Corps in 1938. 

It has also supported the CCF (RAF) 
since its start in 1948. The RAF100 
Centenary Programme officially launched 
on 31 March 2018 with an opening gala 
concert at the Royal Albert Hall. 

Cadets have already joined regular 
RAF service personnel on the anniversary 
baton relay through communities across 

the UK and at air shows, Armed Forces 
Day in Llandudno, Plymouth and many 
other locations. 

They also acted as stewards at an 
anniversary concert in Lincoln Cathedral 
in May compèred by celebrity Myleene 
Klass  and assisted at the RAF100 national 
aircraft tour in Cardiff and other cities.

The range of aircraft on the tour 
covered the RAF’s history from WW1 to 
WW2, the Cold War and the modern age.

In London, the static aircraft display 
at Horse Guards Parade included an 
educational zone focused on aviation 
and aerospace activities, designed to 
encourage interest from air cadets and 
other young people.

The RAF100 celebrations continued 
at the Royal International Air Tattoo at 
RAF Fairford, Gloucestershire and at 
Farnborough Air Show during July when 
once again hundreds of cadets and scores 
of volunteers were in attendance.  n
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– that we will be part of history, as we celebrate 100 years of 
the RAF. I’m really proud to be part of it.”

CWO Daryl Cortez of 31 (Tower Hamlets) Squadron, said: 
“I love being part of the RAF100 celebrations. Joining together 
with so many other cadets from around the region is great and 
together celebrating such an important milestone for our parent 
organisation, the RAF.”

Head of the CCF (RAF), Wing Commander Martin Larwood-
Hughes, who helped manage arrangements for the RAF Massed 
Voluntary Bands that paraded down The Mall ahead of the main 
parade, said: “It’s taken a lot of planning but we were exhilarated 
to take part.”

Afterwards, he attended the reception in Buckingham Palace 

 I never imagined that there 
would be such incredible 
opportunities - that we will be 
part of history, as we celebrate 
100 years of the RAF. I’m really 
proud to be part of it ... 
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Pedal power 
Tony Green, of HQ RAF Air Cadets 
at RAF Cranwell, has raised £1,300 
taking part in a charity cycle. 

Tony cycled from London to Paris 
with the Royal British Legion (RBL) 
for the Pedal to Paris event, which 
raises money for the Armed Forces’ 
community. The four-day event saw 
Tony travel 260 miles before cycling 
towards the Arc de Triomphe for a 
well-deserved dinner and a poignant 
ceremony. Tony said: “The ride went 
really well, the weather was fantastic. 
The event is well organised with 
roughly 285 cyclists and 50 support 
staff including out riders.”  n

Concert
Cadets from 2175 (Rolls-Royce) 
Squadron were on hand at one of 
the final events to celebrate RAF100.

Twelve cadets volunteered to sell 
programmes at the RAF in Concert 
Tour at Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall, 
raising more than £700 for the Royal 
Air Force Charitable Trust. Corporal 
Sairah Amjad and Cadet Maggie 
Luty managed to sell the most 
programmes, receiving a prize for 
their efforts! Sairah said: “It was a fun 
event and it was great that we had the 
chance to raise money for charity.”  n
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The Royal Air Forces Association is encouraging young 
aspiring pilots to apply for its flying scholarships.

The charity has just launched its 2019 scholarship programme 
aimed at 16 to 19-year-olds. It is open to members of the RAF Air 
Cadets, the Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets (GVCAC) and the Air 
Scouts/Air Explorer Scouts. Twelve scholarships are available in 
2019. Applicants must be at least 16 on 1 January 2019 and under 
20 on 1 June 2019. They must also have served at least 12 months 
with the RAF Air Cadets, GVCAC or Air (Explorer) Scouts on 1 
June 2019. 

One of the successful applicants will receive 35 hours of 
flight training in a light aircraft, and, depending on their rate of 
progress, the course could earn them their Light Aircraft Pilot 
Licence. Eleven runners-up will each receive 12 hours’ training.

Molly Henson, who co-ordinates the RAF Association’s 
scholarship programme, is keen to see applications from all 
abilities and walks of life. 

She said: “Applicants don’t need to be the next fast-jet pilot. 
They just need to meet our basic criteria and have a yearning to 
learn to fly. Primarily, we’re looking to reward Cadets and Scouts’ 
commitment to our organisation. An ability to follow instructions 
and demonstrate commitment to their goal is essential,” she 
added. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to RAF Cranwell in 
Lincolnshire, where they will undergo an interview and aptitude 
test before learning if they have been successful.

Winners will be presented with their scholarships at the 
charity’s Annual Conference in May, and the flying lessons will 

take place in the summer at South Warwickshire Flying School. 
The scholars will be provided with overnight accommodation at 
the school. 

The application form, along with full terms and conditions, can 
be downloaded from www.rafa.org.uk/flying-scholarships. 
The closing date for applications is 31 January 2019.  n

IMAGE: Akinme Akingbade, 2018 winner of the 35-hour Flying Scholars with 
other scholars & Association President, Sir Baz North. 

Tornado Flight For Darrell
Cadet Warrant Officer Darrell Kovak of 
London & South East Region has taken to 
the skies in a Tornado out of RAF Marham.
He was lucky enough to be offered the 
flight by the Station Commander Group 
Captain Cab Townsend, who is also a 
former air cadet. 

Darrell, 19, said: “It was an absolutely 
phenomenal experience and something I 
will probably never do again.

“It was such an honour to be able to 
fly in the aircraft. It’s really quiet inside 
the aircraft and it’s super responsive too. 
The staff and the officers at the squadron 
were very helpful and inviting and it was 
brilliant day out. Some of the cadets from 
my squadron - 31 (Tower Hamlets) - came 
to support me so that made it extra 
special. Pulling G comes on really quickly 
so it’s weird - it makes you feel a little bit 
sick but it’s a rollercoaster feeling. We flew 
up to about 2,000 ft and went out over 
the east coast and did some manoeuvres. 

“I flew for about 45 minutes and 
saw all the local sights. Then we used 
the afterburners which increased our 
speed – it was just great and it’s definitely 
solidified my decision to join the RAF.”

To date Darrell has already 
undertaken a coveted scholarship 

flying with the RAF Air Cadets at Tayside 
Aviation and won his solo wings. He 
said: “It was an absolute privilege to be 
offered the flight in the Tornado and to 
meet everyone on the station. Thanks to 
my Regional Commandant Gp Capt Al 
Lewis and Gp Capt Townsend for making 
it possible.”

Darrell is this year’s winner of the 
prestigious Dacre Sword – given to the 
best male cadet in the Air Training Corps.

Darrell is one of three cadets who 
journeyed to Fort Worth, Texas with RAF 
Air Cadet Ambassador Honorary Group 
Captain Carol Vorderman to see the mile-
long Lockheed Martin F-35 factory. 

The experience will form part of a two-
part film for the BBC’s One Show to be 
broadcast in early November. Read the full 
story on page 6.  n

Reach for 
the Skies
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Typhoon Warning
The Typhoon is one of the world’s most advanced multi-role aircraft 
and this year displaying her technical agility is former air cadet and 
highly experienced RAF pilot Flight Lieutenant Jim Peterson.

Jim Peterson is a master of the 
sky – also the envy of most human 
beings. He calmly takes control of 
his multi-million pound aircraft 
which has fighter, reconnaissance 
and bombing functionality and 
forces it into breathtakingly 
unfathomable manoeuvres.

As this year’s RAF Typhoon display pilot 
he pushes this technology-loaded jet to 

its limits and rips up the sky as he rockets, 
towards the very edge of the Earth’s 
stratosphere with afterburners firing and a 
roar that would wake Tutankhamun.

The thrust sends adrenaline pumping 
through his veins and, as the G-force 
increases, the pressure on his lean body 
intensifies. His G-suit kicks into action, 
inflating to maintain essential blood flow 
to his heart and limbs whilst his oxygen 

mask allows him to breathe smoothly. 
He said: “It’s always exhilarating. Essentially 
it’s a rocket. You’re heading to the edge 
of space vertically and you need the kit 
to keep you alive. Your oxygen mask is 
essential to stop hypoxia.

“We could go beyond 55,000 ft but 
the pressure is so low our blood would 
boil if the cockpit decompressed – we 
would need a full space suit. The aircraft is 

capable of flying at a higher altitude and 
pulling 35G but not with a pilot – maybe 
that’s for the future.

“Just as divers are at risk from the 
bends due to pressure so are we should 
the cockpit depressurize - anything above 
10,000 feet requires breathing apparatus.

“Flying a Typhoon is really exacting on 
the body but you keep doing it and you 
adapt – you also have to keep yourself fit.”

The mind-blowing display takes eight 
minutes and requires 4,000 kilos of 
jet fuel.

The Sky Gets Ripped
“It’s very noisy but it’s behind you and 
your ears have protection within your 
helmet. The power is incomprehensible 
and the aircraft is extremely intuitive. You 
can feel it in your body, the whole sky 

gets ripped as the noise is incredible. I can 
sense everything, the thrill of acceleration 
into the void is so intense and always 
sends the endorphins rushing. I think the 
aircraft is revolutionary regarding how 
something with so much power can 
have carefree handling – you needn’t 
worry about moving flaps as it is done by 
computers. It allows you to concentrate 
on operating and handling it. That’s the 

By  Denise E Parker



you try and stretch yourself. Dare to dream 
and keep focused on your ambition. I 
came from a pretty humble background 
– my dad was the village policeman and 
I went to a normal state school. Some 
people think of military officers as having 
come from a posh public school but the 
RAF is open to everyone – if you have the 
right qualifications and the right mental 
ability you can succeed. “

Inspired 
Jim first realised he wanted to fly at the 
age of 10 when his parents took him 
to Bournemouth Air Show and he was 
inspired by the Red Arrows  and the F-16 
Fighting Falcons.

“I thought wow what a job but because 
we lived near Gatwick Airport I thought 
I’d end up being an airline pilot. I joined 
the ATC at 2464 (Storrington) Squadron, 
West Sussex at 13 years and three months 
old which was the earliest I could back 
then. I just loved it and got to Cadet 
Sergeant. I flew the gliders at Kenley and 
went up to Portmoak, flew the Chipmunk 
at Bournemouth as well as completing a 
flying scholarship at Tayside, Scotland.”

Working hard at school meant that 
Jim achieved good GCSE results and 
progressed to A-levels and studied 
for a mathematics honours degree at 
Liverpool University. “I was always given 
lines to write by teachers for talking when 
I shouldn’t – I did mess about a bit - but I 
always had my homework in on time and 
I got nine A’s at GCSE and after A-levels 
went to university.”

Whilst at university, Jim joined the 
University Air Squadron (UAS) and 
notched up 140 hours’ elementary flying 
on the 2-seater Bulldog training aircraft. 
His exceptional aptitude was noted 
and after undertaking Initial Officer 
Training at RAF Cranwell, Lincolnshire he 
was streamed straight into RAF fast jet 
training school at RAF Linton-On-Ouse 
in Yorkshire.

“The process has changed now but 
back then it was possible to be streamed 
from the UAS to fast jets. After completing 
the Operational Conversion Unit at RAF 
Lossiemouth, Scotland, I went on to the 
GR4 and was posted to XIII Squadron at 
RAF Marham, Norfolk for training in low 
level reconnaissance and I also instructed 
electronic warfare.”

Jim crossed over to the Typhoon in 
2006 and worked as a ground school and 
simulator instructor pilot before moving 
to X1 (F) Squadron in 2009 where he 
conducted Quick Reaction Alert duties in 
the UK and Falkland Islands and flew on 
operations overseas and has participated 
in numerous foreign exercises.

Milestone Year
Getting a piece of glass in his eye whilst 
standing innocently in a bar meant he 
nearly lost his flying career but with sheer 
perseverance and the help of St Paul’s Eye 
Unit in Liverpool he recovered. 

“I had 12 stitches in my cornea and 
had to take six months off flying. I worked 
hard to convince the medics I was fit to fly 
again. I’m raising money for the hospital 
this year through a charity cycle ride form 
Coningsby to Liverpool because I’m so 
grateful for everything they did for me.”

In 2012, Jim became an Evaluator Pilot 
and Electronic Warfare Specialist to 17 
(R) Test and Evaluation Squadron which 
subsequently became Typhoon Flight 
and part of 41 (R) Squadron. In 2015, he 
moved to 29 Squadron as an A2 Qualified 
Flying Instructor. 

Jim said: “It’s a great honour to display 
the aircraft in what is a milestone year 
– the RAF’s Centenary. The Typhoon’s 
immense power and acceleration ensure 
that our catchphrase #bringthenoise is as 
relevant as ever.”  n
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Typhoon Specifications:

Crew:  1
Length:  15.96 m
Wingspan:  10.95 m
Powerplant:  2 × Eurojet EJ200 
afterburning turbofan

Performance:
Maximum speed:  Mach 2
Range:  2,900 km
Service ceiling:  19,812 m.

Armament:
Guns:  1 × 27 mm Mauser cannon
Hardpoints:  13

Missiles:  AIM-120 AMRAAM, AIM-132 
ASRAAM, AIM-9 Sidewinder, IRIS-T, 
MBDA Meteor, AGM-65 Maverick, 
AGM-88 HARM, Brimstone, Taurus 
KEPD 350, Storm Shadow

Bombs:  Paveway II/III/Enhanced 
Paveway, 500lb Paveway IV

Others:  Damocles (targeting pod), 
LITENING III laser targeting pod, 
Sniper Advanced Targeting Pod

Avionics:  Euroradar CAPTOR Radar, 
Passive Infra-Red Airborne Tracking 
Equipment, Praetorian DASS

joy and that’s what makes it remarkable. “
It’s a big operation with three 

engineering teams that rotate throughout 
the season to support the Typhoon 
display aircraft plus an engineering officer 
and a sergeant. A plethora of trades are 
essential – Fairy (electronics), mechanics, 
armourers, PR team, drivers to transport 
ground equipment and guards to protect 
the state-of-the art aircraft.

Practice sessions are once a week 
outside of the season as Jim is also an 
instructor on 29 Squadron and he is 
part of the RAF’s Quick Reaction Alert 
Team that polices the skies of the UK at a 
moment’s notice.

 “It’s a 25-hour shift, you sleep in your 
flying suit and when the hooter goes 
you’re up and in your aircraft within 
minutes. It’s all drilled into you and 
it’s second nature so you’re airborne 
before you’ve even had time to look at 
your watch.” 

Challenges
Simulator training helps Jim practise in 
the run-up to the show season as it is 
extremely realistic. In fact, all training 
for the Typhoon is done in the “sim”. 
During the season, Jim may be flying 
three to four displays a week and that’s 
enough to keep him current.

The display season will take him to 
shows across the UK and abroad from 
Torbay to the Royal International Air 

Tattoo in Gloucestershire, to Sunderland 
and across to Poland, Finland and even 
the Middle East. Jim, who has a total of 
over 2,500 flying hours including 1,400 
on Typhoon, 760 on Tornado and 200 on 
the Hawk, says the display job is never 
repetitive with the geography of each 
area always throwing up challenges. 
He said: “Oh it never gets boring – every 
day is different, the weather, the location 
– they all bring their challenges. 

“For example, flying in Torbay is like 
an amphitheatre – two big hills at the 
side and you are flying over the sea 
whereas other events involve flying over 
a runway. I have put the display sequence 
together – it’s mine – but there are rules 
and there are only so many manoeuvres 
we are allowed to do so it is quite black 
and white.”

Dare To Dream 
To fly any aircraft pilots need very quick 
response rates to pass aptitude tests. 

Jim said: “You can increase your 
reactions with games on Playstation, 
Nintendo or a variety of apps. I grew 
up on computer games and they were 
fantastic for sharpening reflexes. I highly 
recommend it for anyone wanting to join 
the RAF as a pilot, however, it is a balance 
as you do need to get outdoors as well, 
play sport or perhaps play an instrument.

“Also, for any young people reading 
this, you will always lack confidence unless 

Jim Peterson:

Age:  40

Height:  6ft 2in

Shoe size:  10.5

Personal life:  Married with two 
children aged 9 and 7.

Breakfast:  Low carbs – usually 
salmon, turkey or eggs; always eats 
breakfast. 

Exercise:  The gym and golf, but used 
to play football. Supports Liverpool 
- “I was born in Bermuda but my 
dad was from Liverpool so I have a 
natural affiliation”.

Favourite Music:  An eclectic mix but 
I like Linkin Park for when I’m in the 
gym and to relax anything chilled and 
electronic. I’m also a big Beatles fan as 
my dad loved them. “Penny Lane” is a 
particular favourite.

Musical instrument:  Learning 
the piano.

Hobbies:  Pub quiz, Killer Sudoku, 
“Countdown”.

Pets:  Tropical fish.
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The Royal Air Force has signed up to the 
Tech She Can initiative with Honorary 
Group Captain Carol Vorderman, 
Ambassador for the RAF Air Cadets, 
also adding her support to this new 
drive to inspire more females to pursue 
technology careers. 

The RAF is one of more than 50 
signatories who publicly announced 
their commitment to Tech She Can at the 
Royal International Air Tattoo, part of the 
international celebrations marking the 
RAF Centenary. Four lucky cadets were 
selected to join Air Officer Commanding 
38 Group, Air Vice-Marshal Sue Gray and 
Honorary Gp Capt Carol Vorderman, as 
the RAF pledged its support. 

Air Cadets Ambassador Carol 
Vorderman said: “Being one of three 
women at the helm of this incredible 
organisation, it is our duty to tell young 
women in the RAF Air Cadets and the 
world over that a successful career in 
technology is possible. It is our job to 
commemorate and celebrate those 
women in technology and inspire the 

next generation to go on to do even 
greater things.”

The RAF Air Cadets is one of the 
largest providers of STEM activities for 
young people aged 12-17 across the 
UK. Drawing on the experiences of its 
current Cadet Forces Adult Volunteers 
and serving personnel from the RAF, 
the organisation offers unique insights 
into careers in science, technology, 
engineering and maths both in and 
outside of the UK Armed Forces. 

Tech She Can founder, Sheridan Ash 
said: “It is great to have the backing of 
RAF and all our new signatories. The 
diversity of the 
Tech She Can 
signatories shows 
just how much 
of a significant 
issue the lack 
of diversity in 
technology 
is, and how 
exciting, varied 
and important 
technology roles 
are. We now just 
need to ensure 
that young 
women hear this 
message loud 
and clear.”  n
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After months of training and in 
temperatures topping 30°C, some 
500 cadets and adult volunteers have 
completed the 102nd Nijmegen 
Vierdaagse March – the world’s largest 
marching event.

The four-day march began in 1909 
and, since then, every July more 
than 45,000 civilians and military 
teams march through the towns and 
villages surrounding Nijmegen in 
the Netherlands.

It’s estimated this year some 50,000 
walkers took to the roads, including 
almost 6,000 Service personnel from 
28 countries, with some two million 
spectators cheering them on.

With a Europe-wide heatwave, it was 
one of the toughest marches yet for 
cadets and volunteers. Most cadets and 
volunteers have been training every 
month since January in preparation for 
the endurance event, with marchers from 
Kent Wing averaging walking more than 

260 miles over the six-month period. 
As well as the heat, this year’s challenge 
was especially gruelling with the teams 
facing early starts in the dark before 
marching 40km a day in the relentless 
sunshine. For an unprecedented third 
year running, the Kent Wing Military 
Team was awarded the Jon Ford Trophy 
for the best Air Cadet Team in the British 
Military Contingent.

Flight Lieutenant Chris Tate, who led 
the Kent Wing team, said: “It’s been, 
once again, a fantastic week for the 
cadets and staff from throughout Kent 
Wing participating in this marathon 
endurance event.

“The camaraderie, fortitude and 
achievement of these young people 
reflects the true meaning of the Corps 
motto Venture, Adventure.

“To say I am immensely proud of all of 
them would be a total understatement. 
Congratulations to all involved, not 
only From Kent Wing but throughout 
the region and throughout the RAF 
Air Cadets.”  n

IMAGE: RAF Air Cadets, together with all the 
RAF Regular and Reserve participants in this 

year’s Nijmegen March, pictured with one of the 
RAF100 relay batons at the famous march in the 
Netherlands. The Baton was brought out to the 

Marches by Flight Sergeant Emma Hanson of RAF 
Wittering and was carried by her team around 

the four days of the 160km marching route.

IACE Adventure
Cadet Flight Sergeant Max Rutter of 
2040 (Richmond) Squadron spent 
part of his summer in New Zealand 
– thanks to the annual International 
Air Cadet Exchange programme.

Max, along with cadets from other 
countries including the United States 
and Canada, visited both the North 
and South Islands, taking in the 
country’s fantastic scenery as well as 
touring RNZAF Air Stations Whenuapi 
and Ohakea.

Max said his visit was the pinnacle 
of his Air Cadet career and something 
he was incredibly proud to have been 
selected for. 

He said: “The best part for me 
personally was meeting cadets and 
staff from around the world and 
being able to experience this once in 
a lifetime opportunity with them. 

“New Zealand is a beautiful 
country, full of incredible sights, 
activities and people. We felt 
welcome at every location we went 
to and for the Deputy Chief of the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force to take 
time out of his busy day to meet 
the group was a testament to how 
welcoming the people are. 

“To any cadets who are thinking 
of applying for IACE I would say go 
for it. It will be the best thing you do 
in cadets and you will make friends 
around the world for life. It was 
simply amazing and something I will 
never forget.” 

 For more information on the IACE 
programme, please visit www.iacea.
com/ and www.facebook.com/
IACEAssociation/ or speak to your 
Squadron Staff.  n

Marching 
to Success

Tech She Can

Top award
Flying Officer Graham Dodds from 
72 (Omagh) Squadron was recently 
presented with a top award in 
recognition of his services to RAFAC. 

The award, the Currie Sword, is 
presented to the Best Commissioned 
Officer within the Scotland & 
Northern Ireland Region. In the 
citation for the award, Group Captain 
Jim Leggat, Regional Commandant 
for Scotland & Northern Ireland said, 
"His commitment and dedication to 
the Corps is truly remarkable."

Fg Off Dodds has held a number 
of key roles within RAFAC, including 
serving as  Regional Staff Officer for 
Scotland and Northern Ireland Media 
& Communications, being a member 
of the RAFAC National Strategic 
Media Communications Group, 
OC Omagh Air Cadets and being a 
leading staff member on the UK Air 
Cadet Leadership Course at Cranwell. 
On receiving his award, Fg Off Dodds 

said: “I am truly 
honoured to receive 
this prestigious 
national award. It is a 
source of real pride 
that I can bring 
this award home 
to County Tyrone 
and promote our 
county on the 
national stage. 
The Air Cadets 
is a fantastic 
organisation 
to serve in 
and I would 
recommend it 
to everyone."   n

Tech She Can Charter

The Tech She Can Charter is a 

commitment by organisations to work 

together to increase the number of 

women working in technology roles 

in the UK. It aims to tackle the root 

cause of the problem at a societal level 

by inspiring and educating young girls 

and women to get into tech careers 

and sharing best practice across the 

organisations involved.

Our pledge
• Work together to generate 

a lasting increase in the 

number of females pursuing 

technology careers.

• Share best practice from our 

own organisations.
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Top of the class
Cadet Flight Sergeant Adam Tobin 
from 2210 (Cowley) Squadron has 
been awarded Best Cadet at the 
prestigious Air Cadet Leadership 
Course at RAF Cranwell.

The course, which is open to the 
CCF and ACF, instructs cadets in 
several fundamental skills including 
leadership techniques. They practise 
these techniques in a strenuous 
regime, culminating in a 48 hour 
exercise under canvas. 

 The cadets also tackle a peer 
assessment exercise and are then 
reported on and interviewed by their 
flight commander. Flight Sergeant 
Tobin said “I was thrilled to be 
awarded a pass with distinction and to 
be chosen as Best Course Cadet.”  n

Solo to remember
Flight Staff Cadet Nathan Jennions, 
17, became the last air cadet to 
ever fly solo for the first time in a 
Vigilant glider.

Nathan from 2527 (Lawnswood) 
Sqn has worked his way through the 
cadet aviation syllabus, completing 
his Silver Wings Gilding Scholarship 
before launching into a solo flight at 
645 VGS. He said: “It was an honour 
to be the last to fly the Vigilant before 
its retirement. However, I am looking 
forward to the conversion to the 
Viking and progressing further in the 
cadet aviation syllabus.”

Cadet Jennions hopes to join  
the RAF as a pilot, after completing 
his A Levels. Sqn Ldr Paul Crabtree, 
OC 2527 Sqn said: “It’s fantastic to see 
Cadet Jennions fly the Vigilant solo 
and even more special that he is the 
last cadet to do so.”  n  
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Registrations for CVQO’s brand 
new BTEC Level 2 qualifications are 
currently open to eligible learners. 
If you’re an Air Cadet aged 16-18 and 
want to boost your CV with some 
extra qualifications then this could 
be exactly what you need.

 Now open are registrations for 
CVQO’s BTEC Level 2 qualifications in 
‘Teamwork and Personal Development 
in the Community’ and ‘Music for Practical Performance’. Cadets in England can enrol on 
either qualification at no cost. Limited places are available for cadets in Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales, too. They are a great follow-up from the BTEC Level 1 or ILM Level 2 
Award for Young Leaders. 

Support is available every step of the way from CVQO, who often run workbook 
sessions and adventure training / BTEC weekends for cadet groups to get together 
and complete the work. As a bonus, all cadets enrolled on a CVQO-led BTEC Level 2 
qualification become eligible to be nominated for the CVQO Westminster Award. 

With a week-long residential in Somerset, an ILM Level 3 qualification, lunch at the 
House of Lords and trip to South Africa on offer for the finalists, what’s not to like?  
Nominations for the 2019 Award are open now, so keep your eye out  
for news on CVQO’s social media channels.

Ruth Morgan, OC 1211 (Swadlincote) Sqn said: “The CVQO-led BTECs 
are a bit of a hidden gem in the cadet forces, and I would positively 
encourage anyone to take up the challenge to run them. The amount 
of time required to complete the BTEC Level 2 through CVQO is far 
less than you might imagine, but the value for the individual cadet 
is immense.”

Want to know more? You can register your interest in CVQO-
led BTEC Level 2 qualifications in a number of ways: in the first 
instance you can email btec@cvqo.org or visit  
www.cvqo.org/btec for further information. If you’d 
rather call CVQO directly, you can ring 01276 601 701.  n

Making a Difference
A team of 12 Qualified Junior Leaders 
(QJLs) have embarked on a three week 
overseas expedition to help reduce the 
suffering of those living in poverty in 
rural Africa.

Working with the charity Village by 
Village, QJLs have travelled to Ghana 
for the past three years, completing 
community based projects. Previous 
teams have built a medical centre in a 
rural village that now provides 24-hour 
medical care to a number of communities 
and a six-classroom primary school that 
is enabling children access to education 
who were previously receiving lessons 
under a tree when the weather permitted.

This year’s team returned to the rural 
village of Obom to start the build of 
a new Junior High School next to the 
primary school built by last year’s team. 
The nearest Junior High School is an 
hour’s walk away and is heavily over-
subscribed, meaning many children 
have no opportunity to progress their 
education past primary level. 

A Junior High School will provide 
generations of children with the 
opportunity to complete their education, 
progress to jobs that will help to improve  
their long term futures and build lives 
away from poverty.

Challenging
Due to the rural nature of Obom the 
entire project is based on manual work 
- no JCBs and no cement mixers, just 
shovels and pickaxes in hot, humid 

conditions. Each 
member of the 

team has the 
opportunity 
to lead the 
project 
during the 

expedition 
and develop 
new skill sets 

such as project 
management, 
resource 

management, 
communication 
across 
language 
barriers as well 
as dealing 
with the 

leadership 
challenges 

of welfare 
and group 

dynamics. 
Debriefs every 

evening help to 
recognise the successes 

of the day and reflect 
on the opportunities 
to continue to grow 
and develop on their 

individual journeys. 
The team is supported by bursaries 

and donations from The John Thornton 
Young Achievers’ Foundation and 
the RAF100 expedition fund. These 
donations have enabled the QJLs to 
participate in a life changing experience, 
immersed in the local culture and see 
first-hand the impact they can have on 
people living in poverty. 

All this is undertaken whilst 
continuing their journey in developing 
their leadership skills in a new and 
challenging environment. 

The team worked exceptionally hard 
and exceeded the expectations of Village 
by Village. The foundations and base for 
the school were completed enabling 
the local building team to complete the 
school which will open to its first pupils 
in a few weeks time.

Delighted
On their last day the team was delighted 
to hear the new that the school 
would receive a very special name on 
completion - The John Thornton Presby 
Junior High School. 

John Thornton was a fellow Qualified 
Junior Leader who graduated the course 
as the top student. He served with the 
Royal Marines and was sadly killed on 
active duty in Afghanistan. 

Since then The John Thornton Young 
Achievers Foundation established by 
John’s parents has helped young people 
to achieve their dreams and holds a very 
special place in the hearts of all those 
staff and cadets connected to the Junior 
Leaders Course – naming the school 
after him was the perfect way to end 
another outstanding expedition.  n

New BTEC 
Qualifications
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Himalayan 
Venture
In the giant shadow of the Himalayas, 
RAF Air Cadets have completed the 
most difficult trek in Nepal as part of 
an ambitious challenge to mark the 
centenary of the RAF ...

 39
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have been part of an 18 month journey 
that has seen them gain summer and 
winter mountaineering qualifications 
and undertake training in Wales, the Lake 
District and the Cairngorms.

This training has culminated with the 
selection of an expedition team of 75 
people who travelled to the Rolwaling 
and Khumbu regions for a three week 
expedition in one of the most beautiful, 
yet challenging environments in 
the world. 

Plt Off Harris said: “Crossing the Tesi 
Lapsa Pass was an ambitious objective 
for us. A three week long trek, slowly 
climbing towards the Pass.

“On the day we summited, the 
morning was dark, and cold at -10 
degrees, yet the night sky was extremely 
clear. Light from stars and head torches 
touched the mountain cliffs and glaciers 
that were on either side of our route. 
The effects of altitude meant that the 
team could only take two or three 

paces before needing to stop to catch 
our breath.

“Heading closer to the summit, 
the teams put on their helmets in 
preparation for using fixed ropes to 
traverse some steep, rocky terrain. 
Huge physical and psychological effort 
was needed to concentrate on balancing 
strength and coordination needed to 
continue moving up the mountain side, 
without over exerting and needing to 
stop to recover from the lack of oxygen.”

Cdt Flt Sgt Chris Entwisle, pictured 
left, added: “To the ordinary onlooker, 15 
head torches bobbing up a mountain in 
the falling snow, at -10°C, before dawn 
would sound like insanity – if not for the 
very real risk of mass movement after the 
ice starts to melt in the sunlight. 

“Without question it was the most 
quiet and remote place I have ever been. 
The noise was limited to the tired trudge 
of mountain boots on the rocky terrain 
and laboured breathing, interrupted 

Four cadets and four staff took part in 
the pioneering Himalayan Venture 18 
expedition to the remote Ralwaling 
and Khumbu regions of the Nepalese 
Himalayan range. 

The Tesi Lapcha Pass is not only 
physically challenging but also 
technically difficult. There are frequent 
rock falls on its western side and the 

route through the icefalls is 
more and more arduous due 

to the movement of the 
glacier. Add to that the 
distance covered – more 
than 200km with an overall 
height gain far greater 

than the peak of Everest 
– and you can begin 

to understand why 
it has earned the 

reputation of 
the ‘the most 

difficult trek 
in Nepal’.

 

 

IMAGES:  
Cdt FS Entwisle climbing 

up out of the valley.
Prayer flags outside 
the shrine at Lukla.

Above the cloud, team members 
look out at the pillars of rock, ice and 

snow that dominate their surroundings.
Team members looking 

out over Kharikhola. 

The RAFAC team – Cadet Warrant 
Officer James Clack; Cadet Flight 
Sergeants Chris Entwisle and Jonny 
Heaton and Cadet Sergeant Lewis 
Scott plus expedition leader Squadron 
Leader Bob Sewell; Technical Safety 
Officer, Sqn Ldr John Cameron; RAFAC 
expedition leader, Plt Off Myles Harris 
and RAFAC deputy expedition leader, CI 
George Allbut – were joined by Regulars 
and Reserves on the trek with the team’s 
ages ranging from 17 to 55.

This team was one of just four trekking 
teams that all achieved the crossing of 
the Tesi Lapcha pass, whilst the alpine 
team made a successful attempt at a 
first British ascent, summiting Mount 
Langdung (6357m).  The Himalayan 
Venture 18 journey began in summer 
2016 with initial planning work and the 
expedition was opened for applicants in 
December of that year.

There were 250 initial applicants for 80 
expedition places. Since then, applicants 

Led by the RAF Mountaineering 
Association, HV18 was the largest 
RAF expedition in history, with a 
total of 75 personnel deploying 
to Nepal.

The expedition was designed 
around three aims: Unite, Develop 
and  Pioneer. 

To unite individuals from across 
the RAF family; to develop the skills, 
robustness and expeditionary spirit 
of all applicants; and to pioneer new 
routes and experiences in Nepal.

In the spirit of such a celebration, 
the whole RAF family was involved 
– Regulars, Reserves, University Air 
Squadron Officer Cadets, RAF Air 
Cadets and veterans.  n
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occasionally by the cry of ‘watch out 
below’ followed by rocks clattering.

“It’s not that the morale was low - the 
usual chatting and laughter had just 
become a waste of precious oxygen and 
a secondary requirement to gasping in 
what little of it we could afford.

“We all followed in the footsteps of 
the porters right up to the first bit of 
rope work where their tracks got lost 
in the shelter of the overhang. Past the 
rope we quickly picked back up on their 
trail, fixed crampons and with the end in 
sight, pursued their trail eager to summit 
the Tesi Lapsa. 

“After the longest 500m of 
my life we reached the high 
point at 0745. We forgot all 

about our shortness of breath. 
We forgot all about the pain 
in our feet. Tiredness was all 

but a distant memory. We were 
there. Hugs were being thrown 
around and pictures taken. 
Morale skyrocketed.”

The descent over glacial 
moraine proved to be almost as 
long and as gruelling. 

“Rocks were slippery and the 
sound of rockfall from above 
was all too common, said 
Chris. “We climbed up slippery 

rocks only to go back down 
them, some so steep, that 

a rope was provided to 

ensure a safe abseiled descent. We were 
constantly reminded that this was proper 
mountaineering but without question 
this was the best day of my life.”

The trekkers were supported 
throughout by an amazing Sherpa 
team with whom they developed a 
great rapport. The cadets discovered 
that many of the porters, who carried 
bags of up to 45kg all tied together with 
rope and strapped and suspended from 
their heads, were of a similar age – 17 to 
20 years.

CWO James Clack said keeping up 
with the porters – even on the difficult 
descent – was challenging.

“As we progressed down the path, 
we were passed by some of our porters. 
They raced past us with 45kg packs 
on their back and flew down the hill. 
Amazed by their speed, we asked Nima, 
one of our Sherpas, if we could go at 
their pace to Na, our camp for the night.

“Nima stepped aside and said one 
word, ‘go!’ – we were off chasing down 
the hill after them. As we got close, Nima 
shouted something in Nepali and the 
porters picked up the pace and started 
running. We kept up with them for a 
while, but they were too quick. We were 
sweating, panting and simply couldn’t 
keep up with them – we were at over 
4000m after all!”

For those taking part, HV18 was more 
than a trekking expedition. The cadets 
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gained new qualifications, new skills and 
new confidence. 

They participated in or assisted with 
a MOD research project investigating 
performance and health at altitude 
and supported the UK and RAF100 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) initiatives with 
active, practical demonstrations. 

In addition, the team interacted with 
local communities along their route 
and took the time to embrace and 
understand local culture.

CI George Allbut said: “Having been 
involved with this expedition since 
its formulation in late 2016, it was a 
tremendous experience for me to see 
the team perform in such a cohesive and 
competent manner. Crossing the Tesi 
Lapsa Pass is no mean feat and certainly 
an adventurous triumph for all involved.

“The expedition model did not allow 
for any member, not least the cadets, 

to have a free ride. The ‘get up and go’ 
attitude of the cadets to participate 
and learn was refreshing and their 
ability to interact with our RAF Regular 
and Reserve team members and assist 
them when required exceeded any 
expectation I may have had.

“From initially meeting the Cadets on 
our Winter Training Week and seeing 
them tested by the ferocity of Scottish 
Winter, they have grown in confidence 
and competence and their ability has left 
me in awe.”  n

IMAGES: Cdt FS Heaton with Dr Anna Marshall 
and Gp Cpt Johnston on the way to Lukla.

On the Tesi Lapsa Pass (5,755m).
The view at sunrise at Thengpa.
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 Words fail to describe the sheer size and 
power of the breathtaking peaks on each 
side of the valley that morning. It is a sight 
that I am sure will be forever ingrained in 
my memory ... 

Cdt Sgt Lewis Scott.



Piping Honour
RAF Air Cadet Pipe Major Fergus 
McClintock of 132 (North Berwick) 
Squadron will perform at a special 
ceremony at Westminster Abbey to 
mark the end of the First World War.

And Fergus, who has been selected 
to play ‘When the Battle’s O’er’ on 
Sunday, 11th November, has been 
gifted a set of new bagpipes, donated 
by Scottish bagpipemaker R G Hardie 
and Co. to play at the Abbey. 

The event in London is part of an 
international commemoration project 
marking 100 years since the guns fell 
silent at the end of World War One. 

‘Battle’s Over’ has been organised 
by Pageantmaster Bruno Peek with 
events throughout the UK, Channel 
Islands, the Isle of Man, and at scores 
of locations overseas, including 
New Zealand, Australia, France, 
Belgium, Canada, the United States 
and Germany.

Fitting
It begins at 6am with lone pipers 
playing the well-known tune ‘When 
the Battle’s O’er’ outside cathedrals 
and churches following which a 
specially written tribute will be read 
out. At the same time, more than 1,000 
pipers will be playing the tune in 
individual locations within their local 
communities. 

A spokesman for R G Hardie & Co 
said: “We are delighted to hand over 
this new set of pipes to Pipe Major 
McClintock. He will play them when 
he plays at the grave of the unknown 
warrior at Westminster Abbey, at 6am 
on 11th November.

“I’ve read that around two-
thousand five hundred pipers served 
in the trenches in the Great War and 
of these, around one thousand one 
hundred – nearly half – were killed or 
wounded. It thus seems only fitting 
to remember their service and to 
mark such a solemn occasion, by 
presenting these pipes. 

“But we can also look to the future. 
The pipes the men of the war played 
often survive today, in museums 

and as family heirlooms. It’s therefore 
comforting to think that these new 
Heritage bagpipes, and the memory 
they symbolise, could still be around 
for another hundred years.”

Important
Bruno Peek said: “We are delighted such 
a well established company such as R.G. 
Hardie & Co has been able to provide 
this set of new pipes for this young 
piper. We felt it important to involve 
young people in the project and are 
extremely grateful for this company’s 
generous support.”

‘Battle’s Over’ will conclude that 
evening with buglers sounding the 
Last Post at more than 1,000 locations, 
followed by the lighting of beacons, 
signifying the light of peace that 
emerged from the darkness of four 
years of war. 

Churches and cathedrals will ring 
their bells and more than 140 town 
criers will perform a specially written 
Cry for Peace Around the World, the 
first of them in New Zealand and then 
across the globe through the various 
time zones.  n

Thanks to Piping Press.

band display to the VIPs and guests in 
attendance. 

Although much of the camp activities 
revolved around preparation for the final 
parade, cadets also got the chance to 
try their hands at archery, clay-shooting, 
scaling a climbing wall and target 
paintballing.  n

IMAGES: RAF Waddington Station Photographers.
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Drilled to 
Perfection ...
More than 300 cadets delivered a 
superb large-scale final parade and 
continuity drill sequence at RAF 
Waddington in front of a number of 
VIPs including Air Vice Marshal Warren 
James, Air Officer Commanding AOC 
22 Group, whilst the RAF Aerobatic 
Team, The Red Arrows, performed a 
flypast overhead. 

The parade – the biggest Air Cadets 
drill and ceremonial parade yet - was the 
culmination of a week-long Arms Drill 
camp at nearby Beckingham.

Throughout the week the cadets 
practised the continuity drill sequences in 
flights but, because of the sheer numbers 
involved, were unable to practise the full 
sequence together. 

The parade at RAF Waddington would 
be the first time cadets and volunteers 
performed the full drill continuity 
sequence as one. Added to that, the 
parade took part on one of the hottest 
days of the year, with the go ahead for the 
full parade only being giving hours before.

Parade Commander, Squadron Leader 
Jess Bradshaw, a former cadet and now 
OC CCF Test East and a Beds & Cambs 
Wing squadron commander, said: “It 

was a privilege to be picked as the Drill 
and Ceremonial Parade Commander for 
2018. It will stay with me forever. I’ve really 
enjoyed the camp. This is my third year 
and I think it’s a brilliant chance for both 
sides of the organisation, the CCF(RAF) 
and the ATC, to get together and to learn 
a bit about each other.”

Cadet Sergeant Emily Twinam added: 
“We’ve worked very hard all week, 
especially in the heat. Everyone’s been 
putting in masses of effort so it’s nice 

to get the opportunity to let that shine 
through – even though it was obviously a 
bit nerve-wracking.”

Watching the parade were friends, 
family and station personnel as well as 
AVM James, Commandant Air Cadets, 
Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty and 
Wing Commander Anne-Marie Houghton 
who led the RAF100 parade on The Mall 
in London. The parade was supported by 
the Central and East Yorkshire Wing Band 
who performed a 15-minute marching 
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Nestling on the western edge of Snowdonia National Park, 
Wales and only a few feet from the sea wall at Fairbourne 
lies one of two RAF Air Cadet national adventure training 
centres. What it supplies is not only awesome but 
potentially life changing. As Oliver Wendell Holmes said: 
“A mind that is stretched by a new experience can 
never go back to its old dimensions.”
Fairbourne is next to the sea but 
surrounded by hills, the landscape is 
breathtakingly beautiful and the terrain 
harsh in equal measure.

With hundreds of cadets aged 12-19 
using the centre each year it’s easy to 
think of the experience as a week of fun 
and no doubt there’s plenty of laughter 
along the way.

However, the journey to success is 
often laid early in a person’s life and can 
be dependent on the opportunities 
and experiences available to them. 
Adventure training (AT) activities such as 
kayaking, paddling, hill walking, mountain 
biking, low ropes and now a climbing wall 
offer endless scope.  No wonder then that 
the  cadets come away with improved 

confidence that stands them in good 
stead for years.

Centre Manager Clive Higgs said: 
“The benefits to cadets in terms of skills 
they learn is manifold and for some it 
can be a pivotal moment in their lives, 
what changes their direction and gives 
them focus.  

“Our prime business is to take cadet 
groups adventure training and after that 
we run instructor courses to support the 
ability to take cadets out doing AT.”

Self-esteem
Adult Sergeant Abby Adam, 24, a 
climbing and paddling instructor from 
Plymouth and Cornwall Wing, said: 
“I think that being outside and doing 
adventure training does wonders for 
cadets’ self esteem, teamwork and 
communication skills. 

“The growth they see in just a week is 
incredible which is why I do AT.

“I love attending adventure training 
camps, I loved them as a cadet and I love 
them as a member of staff. The cadets get 
so much out of it.  It makes them more 
confident and they learn so much about 

themselves and others as well as 
having a huge amount of fun.”

Abby really knows her 
stuff – she graduated from 
Worcester University with 
a degree in outdoor 

adventure, leadership 
and management 

and is 
 

 
 

currently studying for her PGCE to 
teach geography. She is also a Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Assessor and achieved 
her own gold DoE Award.

Her ambition is to “continue to share 
my love of the great outdoors and 
adventurous training with young people.”

Last year 446 cadets and 229 adult 
volunteers completed 32 courses at 
Fairbourne so the centre was busy ... 
busy delivering quality and often life 
changing training.  

The statistics show the centre managed 
4,356 nights of accommodation for those 
undertaking courses and that equated to 
80 per cent capacity.  

This year, with the temporary 
closure of the Windermere centre for 
a refurbishment programme they are 
already at 100 per cent capacity. 

Plymouth and Cornwall Wing’s 
Adventure Training Officer Flt Lt George 
Blackbourn, 33, a maths teacher by 
profession, was Camp Commandant 
recently for a week with a group of 
enthusiastic cadets from his wing.  
He said: “I was proud to see we had a 
successful week fully supported by a 
committed team of individuals that were 
keen to see the cadets grow and develop 
a range of skills.“

Challenge
Cadet Ella Paul, 15, of 1387 (Liskeard) 
Squadron said: “Yesterday, we climbed 
the second tallest mountain in Wales 
which was a challenge but an amazing 
feat to have accomplished, a tick off the 
bucket list. I absolutely love the once-in-
a-lifetime opportunities and the people 
you meet – RAF Air Cadets has changed 
my life.”

Cadet Miya Port, 13, of 2443 
(Okehampton) Squadron – a talented 
trampolinist who one day hopes to make 
the Olympics - said: “It’s been a privilege 
to be part of the adventure training week 
and doing activities I enjoy – it makes me 
feel very enthusiastic about each day.”

Cadet Samarth Basavapatma, 15, of 197 
(Devonport) Squadron said taking part 
in the myriad of activities made him feel 
“excited, happy, thrilled and a bit nervous.”

Samarth, whose ambition is to work 
at NASA and “discover something new” 
and has already completed the Ten Tors 
challenge walking across Dartmoor said, 
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Words & images by  Denise E Parker



Another surprise visit by the RAF – this 
time flying overhead at 350 mph are 
two Typhoon aircraft on a training sortie 
through the Welsh mountains. Whoops of 
laughter and a series of waves to the pilots 
(probably also former air cadets).

The last stop of the day is for a 
session on the innocuous looking low 
ropes near Dolgellau.  Individuals are 
mistaken if they think this activity is 
easy for teamwork, balance and dogged 
determination are vital. 

At first the impossible task of 
navigating the ropes – just a foot off 
the ground and slung between trees – 
seems impossible and only contorted 
faces can be seen but soon they crack it 
with logic kicking in each learning from 
the other.

Some discover hidden leadership 
skills – even at an extremely tender age 
it shines through like a beacon and is 
heartening to observe.  Next the cadets 
move to the field for another team 
exercise led by Clive.  

Promising solutions
The cadets must jump between three 
“islands” all ending up on the farthest 
using a swing rope to get across 
“treacherous shark infested waters”.  

Again the task seems insurmountable 
and a great deal of patience is required 
but a hasty and intense group discussion 
forces promising solutions and what was 
an overwhelming challenge suddenly 
becomes doable and in the process 
the team members have bonded, 
trusting each other implicitly. Life-long 
friends created.

Back at Fairbourne in the evenings, 
those cadets not too tired can swim, 
watch DVDs or simply sit, relive their 
adventures in animated discussion or 
watch the sea on the seemingly endless 
pebbly shore. 

The centre has been occupied since 
the 1980s when it was opened for the 
RAF physical training instructors. It was 
taken over by the RAFACs two years ago.

Clive Higgs said: “We all loved our 
old centre at nearby Llanbedr but it 
was based on a series of portakabins 
and they were past their best so when 
the opportunity came up for us to 
take over the former RAF Adventure 
Training building here in Fairbourne 

we clearly jumped at the chance. 
The accommodation is fantastic for us 
and we even have a catering contract in 
place to deliver three meals a day.”

With peaks ascending up to 1,000 
metres and the forests and mud flat 
estuaries teaming with wildlife – there’s 
also a chance of spotting heron, otters, 
polecats and stoats not to forget the 
peregrine, osprey and merlin. 

For all who attend Fairbourne 
training centre, make no mistake, the 
journey through Snowdonia can be 

long -  the highways are often narrow 
and unforgiving with stone walls that 
snake endlessly through the hills, towns 
and villages. 

But the panoramic vista that unfolds 
is mesmerising and makes every hour 
spent behind the wheel or in the 
passenger seat, totally worthwhile. 

Do not miss the opportunity to visit 
this AT mecca and experience its wealth 
of opportunity. If you want to visit speak 
to your Squadron Commander.  n
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“I literally don’t dislike anything and I love 
learning new skills. “

Cadet Freya Foreman, 16, of 77 
(Redruth) Squadron said: “It’s really special 
to be kayaking in a lake surrounded 
by mountains as you don’t get to do 
that very often. I’m proud to be part of 
the adventure training week because 
it represents all the fun that air cadets 
can have. Moreover, it feels brilliant to 
constantly be part of a team within 
the activities and it allows us to meet 
new people.”

Invaluable
Cadet Cpl Sam Dix, 16, of 1942 
(Wadebridge) Squadron said: 
“My ambition is to live life to the full.  
What was so special about this for me 
was participating in all of the countless 
activities on offer.  This year my biggest 
achievement was participating in the 
Windsor Parade at RAF100 so with this 
course it’s been amazing.”

Cadet Corporal Freddie Little, 15, of 
1942 (Wadebridge) Squadron – who one 
day aims to join the RAF Regiment -  said: 
“It’s really exciting being here…most of all 
I like the feel of the cold wind on top of 
the mountain. Awesome” 

For Flt Lt Darren Sadler, 46, the Officer 
Commanding 1942 (Wadebridge) 
Squadron, the whole learning process is 
invaluable to the cadet programme.

Darren said: “I like being able to 
improve the skills of cadets.  It is good to 
see them glow as the week goes by and 
what makes it really special is seeing them 
so happy.”

Adult Sergeant Steve Hancock, 48, 
said: “I’m proud to be involved in sharing 
my adventure training experience with 
cadets, allowing them to gain similar 
experience and improve their ability.”

Safety is also critical with everything 
in the RAF Air Cadets and that includes 
adventure training so a good deal of 
time is spent ensuring equipment being 

used by the cadets and volunteers is 
in good working order and that all risk 
assessments are completed.

Ruth Mair, the centre’s administrator 
said: “The safety element has to be there 
and as a result we manage to get our 
Adventure Activity Licence Authority 
(AALA) certificate for under-18s and 
our Learning Outside of the Classroom 
(LOTC) accreditation.

Equipment is checked and checked 
over again and the likes of mountain 
bikes put through a series of tests before 
cadets are permitted to ride off through 
pine lined mountain tracks, ascending 
and descending as the heady smell of the 
forest engulfs them.

Wake up the wildlife
The exhilarated Plymouth & Cornwall 
Wing cadets wake up the wildlife and 
eventually converge to discuss technique 
and style. Before long they zoom off again 
and with an instructor directing them 
they are soon tackling the berms with 
agility and manoeuvring with dexterity.  
And, as their skill level increases, so does 
their confidence and, naturally, this 
is transferable.

Meanwhile, at Lake Bala the cadets 
unload the van and suddenly the shore is 
lined with cheerfully coloured kayaks and 
the silence is pierced with the sound of 
excited young voices.

Kitted up in wetsuits and lifejackets 
they are divided into groups and splash 
into the lake before jumping into their 
new transport and heading out to 
deeper water for some serious but good 
humoured instruction.

As if by magic, two black RAF Hawk 
aircraft appear over the mountain and jet 
past.  Did they know  the air cadets were 
on the lake? No, just coincidence. 

With increased faith in their new-found 
ability it isn’t long before the cadets’ 
proficiency on the water improves and 
they are moving at greater speed and 
with precision and purpose.

Aquatic riot
Another group on a paddling exercise 
causes a veritable aquatic riot as amongst 
screams of laughter one after another falls 
in before hauling themselves from the 
chilly depths to improve and then master 
their new skill.
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A team of air cadets from Wales & 
West region have become the first 
to complete the gruelling Fish River 
Canyon trek in the south of Namibia. 

At over 160km long and 550m deep, 
it is the second largest canyon in the 
world and the largest canyon in Africa, 
taking hikers through 1.5 billion years of 
geological history.

It is without a doubt a very 
challenging undertaking and one that 
had not been completed by any air 
cadets until now.

The expedition was put together by 
Squadron Leader Bill Hoe from West 
Mercian Wing and lasted three weeks. 

The venture encompassed a range of 
experiences for the team of 14 cadets 
and staff including project work in a local 
village, paddling down the Orange River, 
trekking in the Cederberg Mountains, 
visiting Cape Hope and sightseeing in 
Cape Town. 

Although starting as a regional 
venture, other wings came on board and 
in the end the team was made up of 
members from six wings, representing 
three regions.

The group had to overcome a series 
of challenges on the expedition; not 
least having to manage themselves for 
five days in the remote, very dry canyon, 
with varying conditions underfoot 
ranging from large boulder fields to very 
soft sand. 

Sleeping under the stars, the group 
had to set off each day just after 
daybreak to get most of the day’s trek 
completed before the heat of the midday 
sun was felt.

Cadet Dylan Burkey from No 2 Welsh 
Wing said: “I’m still amazed that I and 
my friends have completed the trek. 
Completing the canyon was a mixed 
sense of relief and accomplishment. 
This trip was a dream made reality.” 

The group had time to acclimatise 
in the Cedarberg Mountains and the 
Augrabies Falls National Park with their 
guide, South African Mountaineer Nic 
Shaw, before heading in to the canyon. 

As part of their acclimatisation phase, 
the team also worked with a local group 
in the village of Riemvasmaak, a Nama 
community, which continued the work 
started by West Mercian Wing last year. 
A highlight of the stay was the football 
match against the local community, 
junior football team where the cadets 
were soundly beaten! 

Cadet Tom Evans, West Mercian Wing, 
said: “The community work was one of 
the most joyous days of my life. To see 
the smiles on those children’s faces it 
was incredible. 

“After the football match we handed 
out the sports kit we had bought and 
had loads of photos with the school 
children. They were cheering and 
interacting in a way I wasn’t expecting. 

It was actually very emotional and saying 
goodbye to them was hard.” 

After completing the trek, the group 
carried out a canoe expedition along the 
Orange River.

“I really found the canoe trip down the 
Orange River an amazing experience,” 
said Cadet Flight Sergeant Kieran Walsh, 
Merseyside Wing. “Being able to take 
in the beauty and the majesty of the 
Orange River with my very own eyes is 
something I will probably never get to 
do again.” 

The trip culminated with the group 
spending a few days relaxing in the 
bustling city of Cape Town and gave the 
cadets a chance to stand on the Cape 
of Good Hope, the southernmost tip 
of Africa and see the local penguins! 

Cadet Maddie Ashworth, West 
Mercian Wing, said: “It is difficult to 
pinpoint one particular event out of the 
whole expedition due to it being jam 
packed with so many opportunities 
and experiences. 

“I think myself and the 
team would agree it’s 
been a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to which I 
am eternally grateful 
to have been part 
of it.”  n

 We had to carry everything we’d need for 
the expedition on our back; it was much 

more challenging than any expedition I’ve 
undertaken in the UK ... 

Words & images by  Sqn Ldr Bill Hoe
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The RAF Air Cadets National Choir have performed in Lincoln for 
one of their biggest concerts yet. Thirty-six cadets, a small band 
and a dedicated team of volunteers gathered at RAF Cranwell for 
five days of intense practice before performing at their first ever 
ticketed concert at the Lincoln Drill Hall.
The Lincoln Drill Hall is a former military training centre, 
which made a fitting setting for the latest performance by 
the RAF Air Cadets Choir, as they delivered a 23 song show to 
a near sell-out crowd. 

The concert is only their fourth major performance since 
their inception in 2016 as part of the 75th Anniversary 
celebrations of the RAF Air Cadets, with their show in Lincoln 
forming part of the commemorations to mark RAF100 – the 
Centenary of the Royal Air Force. 

The evening featured an eclectic mix of hits from Adele, Les 
Misérables, Frozen and more to showcase the wide variety of 
talents from the cadets that have travelled from as far north as 
Thurso in the Highlands to Sevenoaks in Kent. 

VIPs in attendance included former Chief of the Air Staff 
Sir Michael Graydon and Lady Graydon, Chief Constable of 
Lincolnshire Police Bill Skelly, Commandant Air Cadets Air 
Commodore Dawn McCafferty, Regional Commandant of the 
London and South Region of the Air Cadets Group Captain Al 
Lewis and the Military Wives Choir. Many parents of the cadets 
performing had also bought tickets to attend. 

Although singing isn’t a typical RAF Air Cadets activity, it 
develops skills that the organisation strives to embed in its 
members such as teamwork, communication, commitment, 
confidence, resilience and responsibility. 

The choir is led by Director of Music Squadron Leader Dave 
Massam and the Deputy Director of Music Sergeant Ben 
Richards with a small, dedicated team of additional volunteers 
as support staff. 

Squadron Leader Dave Massam said: “I was contacted in 
2016 for the 75th Anniversary of the RAF Air Cadets and our 
primary aim at that point was to get a little group together to 
sing some songs and enjoy it. After that we did really well so 
Commandant Air Cadets wanted the project to be ongoing 
and here we are three years later.

“I feel great about the performance at the Drill Hall. It gives 
us the opportunity to showcase some of the young talent the 
Air Cadets has to offer. 

“We want to keep growing as much as possible. We are 
constantly being invited to more things so we want to get 
people from across the CCF and air cadets from across the 
country so we can make sure we have a good mix.” 

Sergeant Maddy Thorpe said: “I’m in the sopranos so we 
have to ‘sing to the heavens.’  I offer help and a positive attitude 
within our group which is reciprocated, so whenever I’m stuck 
with anything we work together as a team. 

“A big part of the camp for me is getting to do my solo. 
It’s lovely because it’s a song I’ve known for such a long time 
and it’s important to me. Getting to perform it and then sing as 
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a unit with a load of people from all over the country whom I 
wouldn’t have met had I not joined the choir is really special.”

Cadet Matty Johnson said: “This is my first time in the choir. 
I’ve always had a passion for singing and I’ve just loved it. I’d 
definitely recommend the cadets to anyone. The Air Cadets is 
amazing, you learn so many new things from it.” 

Craig Mattick said: “This is my first time at any air cadet camp 
and I’ve found it really good and fun so far. My favourite song to 
perform is the Blues Brothers.”

The evening was extra special for Matty and Craig as they 
were both awarded the Director’s Awards for their performance 
and attitude for the whole length of the camp. 

Flight Sergeant Elle Donnelly said: “I’m one of the more 
senior singers as I’ve been in choir for two years now. The 
performance at the Drill Hall was my last ever event as a cadet 
but it’s a good high to end on.”

Elle was also given the Deputy Director’s Award to truly end 
her Air Cadet and Choir experience on a high. She is going on 
to university to study English but hopes to return to Merseyside 
to become an adult volunteer in a few years. 

The evening was compered by Acting Pilot Officer Amanda 
Male and was also supported by the Bandmaster Pilot Officer 

Steven Lee, Cadet Patrick Ahern on drums and Corporal Louis 
Briggs on guitar. All profits raised from the concert will be 
donated to the RAF100 appeal, RAF Air Cadets and projects 
supported by the Lincoln Drill Hall.

Auditions for the National 
Choir are now open 
and include a written 
application and the 
submission of an audition 
video. More details on 
how to apply can be 
found on Bader or 
the RAFAC National 
Choir Facebook 
page www.
facebook.com/
rafacchoir  n

Note-worthy Performance
The RAFAC National Concert Band’s 
summer training camp ended on 
a high note with a spectacular 
RAF100-themed performance in 
Lincoln Cathedral. 

More than 30 cadets from across 
the country assembled at RAF College 
Cranwell for the camp with the cadets 
receiving Staff and members of the 
Band of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force.

Fifteen-year-old Cadet Annabel 
Garrod from King Edward VI Grammar 
School CCF, who was on her fourth 
RAFAC Music Camp and plays both 
the clarinet and alto saxophone, said: 
“The experiences on these camps allow 
me to take the skills gained back to the 
CCF contingent and help the cadets 
there. I play in all possible ensembles at 
the school and I am the Drum Major for 
our marching band.”

Flautist Cadet Corporal Hazel Fell, 
16, from 211 (Newbury) Squadron, who 
enjoyed helping out with the music 
library, added: “Being on these camps is 
really enjoyable and a great experience. 
It is good to learn how to adapt to 
different styles of music making.” 

Lance Corporal Murray Dare, 16, from 
Christ’s Hospital CCF, said: “This is my 

first RAFAC Music Camp and it has a very 
good standard and selection of music 
and the staff are very helpful.”

RAFAC’s Director of Music (Concert 
Band), Sqn Ldr Alan Glover, was 
delighted with the band’s progress 
throughout the week. He said: “We had 
quite a few first-timers on this camp 

but, as always happens, the more 
experienced cadets helped their new 
colleagues to settle in to what they knew 
was going to be a busy, but rewarding 
week. The performance at Lincoln 
Cathedral was a magnificent way to 
finish the week.”  n
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on compact ice, and several stretches of glacial ice to traverse. 
Cadet Callum Bridel said: “We all had to overcome our own 

fears and insecurities. Many of us had not been to 
mountains of this altitude and exposure or with 

such amazing scenery and certainly had not 
climbed or stayed overnight at altitude. 

This presented unique challenges to 
each of us and pushed us all out of 

our comfort zones.”
Bradley Relyea, who has a fear of 

heights, faced one such challenge 
when he had to descend a 25m 
ladder which over hung the 
rock face. 

He said: “I had no gauge on 
how long the ladder was, so I just 
took my time and steadily made 

my way down. 
“The experience on this ladder 

solidified that the best thing to do 
in these situations is to stay calm, stay 

determined and focus on the task.”
Chas Tate faced down a similar fear 

of heights. “It made me realise that I can do 

anything I set my mind to, helping me overcome fears from 
the perseverance and support from those people around me,” 
he said.

Paul Howes, the expedition leader, said: “Providing young 
people with the skills to overcome obstacles is key to the Air 
Cadets’ ethos of ‘Venture Adventure’. Watching these young 
adults work together and see the development of their 
characters is one of the most rewarding things to see.”

Exercise Partisan Shadow was one of a number of overseas 
expeditions awarded grants to give cadets and volunteers a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to develop their self-confidence, 
leadership and endurance in a challenging environment, as part 
of the RAF100 celebrations.  n

 We all had to overcome 
our own fears and insecurities 
... this pushed us all out of our 
comfort zones. 
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Huge spires, vertical limestone walls, towering rock  
chimneys: the jagged peaks of the Italian Dolomites  
were the setting for a challenging expedition that 
tested cadets to their limits.
Nine cadets and three staff from 2158 (Sevenoaks) Squadron 
travelled to the majestic mountain range in northeastern 
Italy to walk in the century-old footsteps of First World 
War soldiers.

Exercise Partisan Shadow would see the team trekking along 
the ancient Via Ferrata (iron roads) – protected paths with 

iron steps, ladders and suspension bridges 
built by both the Italian and the Austro-
Hungarian forces to make the mountains 
more accessible.

Exposed ridge walks in the Lake District, 
tackling the Yorkshire Three Peaks and 
completing the Via Feratta course in at 
Honister slate mine introduced the team 
to the challenging conditions they would 

meet in Italy.  Almost a year after 
the expedition was first proposed, 
the team arrived in Italy. The first 
day’s trek was more challenging 
than many had expected, not 
only because of the heat and 
humidity, but also because of 
the altitude which meant that 
everything had to be done slower 
to conserve energy.

Navigating a circular route at 
altitudes in excess of 2000m and a high 
point of 2936m, the expedition followed 
the Via Ferrata that at times had no fixed 
cables, sheer drops, slippery steep scree slopes 
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Outstanding RAFAC Volunteer Rewarded
The Prime Minister has recognised RAF 
Air Cadet volunteer Pilot Officer Sean 
Allerton for his exceptional service 
completing fundraising challenges.

Sean, of Central and East Yorkshire 
Wing, is a former RAF Regiment Gunner 
who has covered almost 2,000 miles 
in his wheelchair to raise over £37,000. 
The money was for three RAF charities 
and ‘Elizabeth’s Legacy of Hope’, a charity 
for child amputees.

After a motorcycle injury left him a 
tetraplegic, Sean wanted to give back 
to the charities that had supported him 
through his rehabilitation. 

Inspired by the Proclaimers’ song ‘500 
Miles’, Sean has, since 2012, completed 
two 500-mile challenges and nearly 
completed his first 1000-mile challenge 
with several smaller challenges along 
the way.

Sean is the latest recipient of the 
Points of Light award, which recognises 
outstanding volunteers who are making 
a change in their community and 
inspiring others. 

In a personal letter to Sean, Prime 
Minister Theresa May said: “Your gruelling 
‘Push500’ wheelchair challenges 
demonstrate the tireless commitment 
you have to fundraising for RAF charities 
as well as ‘Elizabeth’s Legacy for Hope’. 

“The endurance tests you have 
completed have inspired hundreds of 
others to support these vital charities 
which are improving the lives of RAF 
veterans and child amputees.”

Sean said: “I’m delighted to receive 
this award, and honoured that I was 
even put forward for it, but the charities 
that I support are the ones that deserve 
the praise. 

“I’m very fortunate in creating 
something that enables me to support 
four amazing charities to carry on their 
outstanding work. 

“The real people that deserve a 
mention are all of those that help plan 
and arrange my events with me, that 
support me at the events, and of course 
the ones that make the real difference 
to the charities – those that sponsor 
my efforts, and those that will do so for 
the many years left for the fundraising 
to continue. 

“Throughout my fundraising events, 
I’ve been fortunate to get to meet 
some of the nicest, most sincere, and 
truly inspiring people, and they have 
made me want to continue further with 
my fundraising.”  n
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High fliers
Nine air cadets have received a 
shared grant of £90,000 from the 
RAF Charitable Trust, enabling them 
to complete the Sir Michael Knight 
Pilot Scholarship Scheme.

Named in honour of Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Michael William Patrick 
Knight, the scholarship comprises a 
six-week residential course at Tayside 
Aviation, Dundee.

The scheme costs just under 
£10,000 per scholar - the grant will 
pay for each of their training, exams, 
accommodation, food, equipment 
and transport throughout the course.

Each scholar was selected for their 
flying capabilities and potential to 
achieve a successful career in aviation.

To be eligible for the award, cadets 
must successfully complete an Air 
Cadet Pilot Scholarship (ACPS) and 
solo flight. The course will see the air 
cadets complete 33 hours’ SEP flying 
training and the subsequent Private 
Pilot’s License examination modules, 
including  Air Law, Operational 
Procedures, Principles of Flight 
and Meteorology.

RAFCT director, Justine Morton 
said: “The scholarship is a wonderful 
opportunity for these dedicated 
cadets - one that we are more than 
happy to facilitate. We wish them luck 
with their summer training and can’t 
wait to see them up in the air!”

The nine cadets selected are:  
CWO Matthew Osbourne, FS Richard 
Hopkins, Sgt Kane Crouch, Sgt Paul 
Stephenson, Sgt Adam Warrington, 
Sgt Lauren Cardwell, Cpl William 
MacMillan, Cpl Richard Gibbs and Cpl 
Angus Turnor.  n
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Welsh 
Air Cadet 
takes top prize
Cadet Flight Sergeant Alex Anderson, 
from 1367 (Caerleon) Squadron, has 
been named the CVQO Westminster 
Award winner 2018 at a special 
ceremony at the House of Lords 
in London.

And fellow air cadet Georgia Allison 
of 1414 (Crowborough) Squadron was 
awarded the Lord Lingfield Medal.

The awards ceremony follows a 
long selection process in which CVQO 
received a record number of applications 
from across the Air Cadets, Army Cadet 
Force, Combined Cadet Force, Sea 
Cadets, Police Cadets and Fire Cadets, 
and a tough, four-day selection process 
in Somerset.

The top 11 cadets have already each 
earned a once-in-a-lifetime expedition 
to South Africa and were also presented 
with their ILM Level 3 Award in 

Leadership and Management 
by CVQO Chairman 

Lord Lingfield.
During the 

ceremony at 
the House of 

Lords, the top 
cadets were joined 

by families, friends 
and Cadet Forces 
Adult Volunteers, as 

well as distinguished 

representatives from the military, 
government and world of 
education – all gathered to celebrate 
their achievements. 

Guy Horridge, CVQO Chief Executive, 
said: “The CVQO Westminster Award 
has been going now for 15 years and 
it recognises those CVQO cadets who 
have consistently demonstrated an 
exceptional level of commitment, not 
only to the cadet services but to society 
in general.

“Selection in Somerset was extremely 
difficult and the standard was very high, 
but these young people are going on 
a truly amazing trip to South Africa and 
they have certainly earned it.

“Our winner, Alex Anderson has 
worked hard to become not just an 
outstanding cadet but a valuable 
member of his local community. 

“He demonstrated clear leadership 
skills and a strong ability to encourage 
team working to deliver results and, 
as such, he embodies all that we 
were looking for in a Westminster 
Award winner.”

The final 11 cadets who travelled 
to South Africa are: Georgia Allison 
1414 (Crowborough) Sqn; Alexander 
Anderson 1367 (Caerleon) Sqn; William 
Bond Sherborne School CCF; Naomi Eyre 
Derbyshire Police Cadets - Chesterfield 
Unit; Larissa Faldo Chelmsford Sea 
Cadets; Bradley Gunn 295 (Witham & 
Rivenhall) Sqn; Jack Larder Suffolk ACF, 
Ixworth Detachment A Coy; Samuel 
Ray Weymouth Sea Cadets; Jasmine 
Roper Yorkshire North and West ACF 
Scarborough Detachment; Katie 
Sewell Warsash Sea Cadets and Adam 
Toy London Fire Brigade - Havering 
Fire Cadets.  n

Milestone
Cadet Flight Sergeant Alex Burch 
has become the latest Royal Air 
Force Air Cadet to achieve a Grade 
2 Glider Pilot qualification in the Air 
Cadet’s Viking Glider.

Flight Sergeant Burch from 1300 
(Sutton in Ashfield) Sqn achieved this 
award whilst a Flight Staff Cadet at 
644 Volunteer Gliding Squadron, RAF 
Syerston in Nottinghamshire.

This qualification marks the latest 
milestone in the return to flying 
programme in the RAFAC gliding 
community as Alex is the first Viking 
FSC graded pilot since the pause.

Alex said: “Being a staff member 
on the VGS has meant that even 
after completing my Gold 
Wings, I have been able to 
continue my training towards 
becoming a G2 Graded Glider 
Pilot. This includes accumulating 
more solo launches, improving 
my flying skills and learning 
some additional things, such 
as soaring.”

Alex hopes the next step in his 
gliding career to fly cadets 
during their gliding 
experience 
when visiting  
the VGS.  n

Back on the Road
Cadets and volunteers of 393 (Finchley) Squadron are celebrating a brand new 
minibus which has been bought with the help of a £10,000 grant from the  
Big Lottery Fund.

The unit has worked extremely hard during the last five years to raise money for 
a new bus, after their previous vehicle developed serious faults and repairing it was 
not an option. Cadets and staff had managed to raise more than £20,000 through 
a number of fundraising initiatives but the generous grant from the Lottery finally 
allowed the squadron to buy a minibus and get back on the road.  n



The cadets also got the opportunity 
to attend lectures given by NASA staff 
and had brunch with an astronaut - 
Leroy Chiao, who has completed three 
shuttle missions and spent six months 
in the International Space Station as part 
of a Russian Soyuz Mission, and held 
the cadets spellbound with stories from 
space. 

Inspirational
There was also time to attend a baseball 
game, visit the Lone Star Flight Museum 
plus spend time with their counterparts 
at Ellington Civil Air Patrol. The UK and US 
cadets got on so well that there are plans 
for the US cadets to visit Sussex Wing 
next year.

Cadet Millie Bulgin said: “Meeting the 
CAP Cadets was an amazing experience 
because we got to compare drill and 
culture and generally have a good laugh. 

They were really friendly and welcoming 
and I wish we’d spent more time 
with them.”

There are plans already in the pipeline 
to return to NASA in 2020. Cadet Emily 
Rowe, 18, said the trip was hugely 
inspirational. “I am looking forward 
to going back to my squadron and 
informing them about different career 
paths in STEM. 

“This is because I have learned 
about the hard work and long-term 
motivation needed to be able to 
become an astronaut and hope to begin 
completing some small parts like the 

PADI diving award and hopefully my 
PPL at some point. This trip has also 
cemented my decision to choose a STEM 
subject degree, as I hope to be working 
in innovative areas of engineering like 
NASA, especially with future space 
exploration breakthroughs in the future 
like travelling to Mars.”

It’s a view echoed by cadet Grace 
Crewes. “I take away a new inspiration to 
pursue a career in the space industry,” 
she said. “Before I thought that being a 
female astronaut was rare but now I have 
realised that with the right motivation 
and right grades I can become one.”  n
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To Infinity - 
and Beyond!
Cadets from Sussex Wing certainly went 
the extra mile to celebrate the Centenary 
of the Royal Air Force. They got a taste of 
astronaut life at the NASA Space Centre in 
Houston, Texas.
The cadets and staff were taking part 
in a five-day programme at Space 
Centre Houston that includes hands-
on, engineering-based activities as 
well as behind the scenes access to ‘the 
real thing’ – tours of actual astronaut 
training and work environments.

The cadets are exposed to the rigours 
of astronaut training, as well as science, 
technology, engineering and maths 
fields that could land them a job at NASA 
one day. They conducted experiments, 
went behind the scenes at the Johnson 
Space Centre and even got a chance to 
scuba dive.

Competing against each other in 
small teams, the cadets built mini-Mars 
habitats, a launchable rocket and a 
cryo-capsule to protect egg-stronauts  
- astronauts made of eggs - from 
minus-321 degrees, a similar temperature 
to what astronauts would experience 
on Mars and design a remote-controlled 
rover to collect rock samples from 
varying terrain against a clock restraint. 

Highlight
Flight Lieutenant Sally Rattle said: 
“The chance to be able to join in and do 
all the NASA activities, especially making 
rockets and seeing them go up, was for 
me the highlight of the trip.”

Civilian Instructor Becky O’Brien 
agreed: “Seeing the Saturn V rocket 
up close was incredible,” she said. 
“The professional development session 

with the education manager was the 
most useful. 

“It’s given me ideas and resources to 
bring some of the NASA experience and 
activities into lessons when I’m back 
at work.”

One of the most exciting components 
of the programme was the crash 
course in scuba diving – the best way 
to show students what it’s like to be an 
astronaut. Cadets and staff visited the 
Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory where the 
newbie astronauts train underwater for 
space walks on a life size model of the 
space station. 

Challenge
The cadets were trained to dive 
by NASA Sub Aqua Instructors 
and then had to complete a 
competitive, timed challenge 
underwater to build a mock 
air lock and use it as access to 
collect rock samples.

Flt Lt Dave Hill said: 
“I dive so have always 
been fascinated by the 
concept of training for 
space underwater but 
I was still blown away 
by the enormity of it all 
and the amount of effort 
that needs to go into getting 
two astronauts safely in the 
water – not too dissimilar to space 
I guess.”
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 I take away a new inspiration to pursue 
a career in the space industry ... 
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Based at RAF Coningsby, the Flight 
maintains 12 historic aircraft in an 
airworthy condition including an Avro 
Lancaster, a Douglas C-47 Dakota, six 
Supermarine Spitfires, two Hawker 
Hurricanes and two de Havilland 
Canada Chipmunk T10 training aircraft. 

The Flight was established to ‘maintain 
the priceless artefacts of our national 
heritage in airworthy condition in order 
to commemorate those who have fallen 
in the service on this country, to promote 
the modern day Air Force and to inspire 
the future generations.”

BBMF only has two full time pilots, the 
Officer Commanding and an Operations 
Officer, with the rest of the aircrew being 
made from RAF pilots who volunteer 
most of their weekends during Summer 
to take the aircraft to air shows, events 
and flypasts around the country. 

A small team of Regular engineers 
who have volunteered for a nominal 
three to five years of duty are faced 
with the task of keeping ageing aircraft 
airborne alongside a smaller team of 
Full Time Reserve Service technicians, 
maintaining the fighters and bombers as 
part of our national heritage. 

As of 20 October 2018, Squadron 
Leader Mark Discombe, pictured below, 
will take over from Squadron Leader 
Andy Millikin as Officer Commanding 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight for the 
next three display seasons.

Historic
The former air cadet Flight Sergeant has 
enjoyed nearly 30 years of a busy flying 
career with the Royal Air Force, flying 

Jaguars, Tucanos and even Tutors, 
but still managed to find time 

at weekends to come to 
BBMF to fly in the fighters.

Mark understands 
the importance of 

maintaining the 
airworthiness of 

historic aircraft for 
the public and the 
value in flypasts 
and air shows, 

saying that ‘even 
people that don’t 

know much about aircraft 
will know that what we fly here 
is head-turning.’

Speaking of the importance of keeping 
these historic aircraft airworthy for the 
public, Mark said: “What really resonated 
with me are the words of the late former 
Battle of Britain pilot Squadron Leader 
Geoffrey Wellum, who said he didn’t 
want thanks or medals, he just wanted 
to be remembered along with his other 
colleagues who didn’t make it through.”

“What better way to be remembered 
than to pass on the message to the 
younger generations, and what better 
audience that the air cadets who are 
already engaged with the Royal Air Force, 
to be able to show them the aircraft that 
20-year-olds used to fly and go to war in.”

In a typical season which runs from the 
beginning of May to late September, the 
BBMF are tasked with around 90 displays 
and 3-400 flypasts which generate close 
to 1,000 aircraft appearances each year. 

Preservation
With limited flying hours to ensure 
the long-term preservation of each 
aircraft, extensive planning is required to 
maximise each opportunity with each 
sortie often involving several events. 

Chris Cox, a Flight Operations Assistant 
at BBMF, pictured above right, helps 
to coordinate airports for landing, 
hangarage required, refuelling and more. 
With Chris’ partner being in the military, 
it helps that his job with the Civil Service 
is flexible enough to allow him to move 

into different roles, but as a former air 
cadet he has a preference for those that 
keep him closer to aviation. 

Chris said: “My ATC squadron wasn’t 
too far away from Duxford and we were 
on the flight path to Cambridge, so we 
were used to seeing the aircraft coming 
in. My main air show memory is probably 
seeing the Lancaster and the Spitfire.

“Being with the MOD allows me to 
be part of a support network as a civil 
servant that is married to a Service 
person, but I’m just happy to be 
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Behind 
the Scenes 

at BBMF
In the RAF’s Centenary year, 
more focus than ever is on 

the RAF’s ‘museum without 
walls’, the Battle of Britain 

Memorial Flight. 
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supporting the Service, because I’ve 
had a cadet background and I have an 
affiliation with the Royal Air Force.

“I can’t believe I actually get paid to do 
this; it’s a great job when you’re working 
with historic aircraft that most people 
would give their right arm to see, let 
alone help plan their flying.

“It’s a really dedicated team, everyone 
is here because they want to be here, no 
one is posted in as everyone has to apply 
to come to BBMF. So you are surrounded 
by a team of people who want to be 
here and people who are willing to go 
the extra mile to make sure the aircraft 
fly for the public and veterans.” 

 To maintain the ongoing 
airworthiness of the aircraft to attend just 
a few of the hundreds of requests the 
flight receive, a team of RAF engineering 
trades personnel are tasked with the 
long-term preservation of each aircraft 
and as a result they are perhaps some 
of the most cared-for in the world and 
certainly maintained to a higher standard 
than what was possible during World 
War Two. 

SAC Tom Newton, Avionics Technician 
at BBMF, has previously worked on the 

Tornado and the Puma 2 which he 
admits are very different to Spitfires 
and Hurricanes.

Day to day, Tom works with avionics, 
which covers all electrical equipment 
involved with aviation, and although this 
can be slim on older aircraft, working 
at BBMF has allowed him to learn more 
about the mechanical trade too.

Opportunity
Tom said: “I really enjoy it. It’s not every 
day for most people you get to come 
here. People would pay big money to 
have to opportunity to come and work 
here in the hangar.”

Tom had no military or cadet 
connections but wanted to work in a 
STEM subject, so joined the RAF to learn 
more hands-on skills. Tom is currently 
studying for a degree which allows him 
to use practical aspects from his work for 
his qualification. 

“I had seen military aircraft at Swansea 
Air Show when I was younger and I’d 
quite often seen them by chance when 
they were flying over. When you don’t 
work on the aircraft it was always quite 
thrilling to see a Spitfire.

“Being on the ground and seeing 
them is basically what the guys back on 
the ground during the war would have 
seen, so it’s quite an honour that I get to 
do that so regularly now.”

The future of the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight is dependent on a 
dedicated team to both maintain and 
fly the aircraft, and during the RAF’s 
landmark centenary year that has been 
much in evidence. 

Thankfully these historic aircraft are set 
to appear in the sky for generations still 
to come.  n

80 YEARS OF AIR CADET MAGAZINE



On Target
Following a wide-ranging review of 
marksmanship and shooting within the 
RAF Air Cadets, the National Shooting 
Camp has finally launched. 
Just under 100 cadets from both ATC 
Squadrons and CCF (RAF) contingents 
travelled from across the UK for the trial 
camp at Beckingham Training Camp, 
supported by RAF Digby and RAF 
College Cranwell. More than 30 support 
staff were on hand to ensure that the 
cadets, some of whom had no or very 
little shooting experience, received the 
right level of training and support. 

In charge of the course was Officer 
Commanding the RAFAC Training and 
Development Team, Wing Commander 
Matt Oram. He said: “As this is a trial camp 
we limited the numbers but received 
987 nominations for the maximum of 
100 places. One reason for the week is to 
help support those areas of the country 
where access to shooting is limited. It is 
good to see that those areas are well 
represented here.”

The course is a major undertaking and 
as well as honing cadets’ shooting skills is 
also serving other purposes. 

Cadet Steven Pulanco from 261 
(Guildford) Squadron is using the camp 
as the residential element of his Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award qualification. 
He said: “I have not done any shooting 
with the cadets and so hope to get 
training on a range of weapons while I 
am here.”  

Cadet Warrant Officer Josh Clegg from 
59 (Huddersfield) Squadron is a graduate 
of the Junior Leaders Course and so is 
familiar with the weapons being used at 
the camp. He said: “I am here to improve 
my shooting skills as well as develop 
my coaching skills. I am hoping to get 
a place on North Region’s Small Arms 
Training Team and hope this course will 
help me prepare.”  n
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Allied Air Forces 
Memorial Day
Commandant Air Cadets, Air 
Commodore Dawn McCafferty, 
represented the Chief of the Air 
Staff at the annual Allied Air Forces 
Memorial Day in Elvington.

Former and current Service 
personnel from several countries 
marked both the end of the First 
World War in 1918 and the centenary 
of the Royal Air Force.

Thirty standards of national and 
regional UK Service associations 
with that of the Souvenir Français, 
the French Services Remembrance 
association, were on display 
during the day of remembrance 
at the Yorkshire Air Museum that 
also included a parade led by the 
Yorkshire Military Marching Band and 
Corps of Drums.

Several defence and air force 
attaches from embassies in the 
UK attended as did Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Capt 
Stephen Upright RN. They were 
joined by air cadets from 2434 
(Church Fenton) and 168 (City of 
Leeds) Squadrons.  n

TOP: Air Cdre Dawn McCafferty inspecting 
the RAFAC Guard of Honour alongside 

Deputy Lieutenant of North 
Yorkshire, Captain Stephen 

Upright and French 
Defence Attaché, 

Contre Amiral 
Luc Paget.

Devon & Somerset Wing has commemorated the Centenary of the Royal Air Force 
and remembered the Battle of Britain with a church service and parade in Exeter.

Some 200 cadets, led by the Devon & Somerset Wing Band, paraded through the city 
centre with the Lord Lieutenant of Devon, David Fursdon, and the Lord Mayor of Exeter, 
Councillor Rob Hannaford, taking the salute outside the Guild Hall. A wreath laying 
ceremony took place at the War Memorial on the Cathedral Green, after which the Lord 
Lieutenant and Lord Mayor spoke to many of the cadets on parade.  n

RAF100 
Celebrations

Officer Honoured
Flight Lieutenant Kris Cottier has become only the second officer from the RAF 
Air Cadets to be awarded the badge of the League of Mercy since 1999.

Kris, the commanding officer of 358 (Welling) Squadron, has been recognised 
for his voluntary service to the Air Cadets. As well as heading up 358 Sqn, Kris is 
president and life member of the RAF Association Bexleyheath and district branch 
and also helped establish the Welling Cadet Forces Foundation. During his time at 
the helm of 358 Sqn, Kris has seen the unit win the national Shackleton trophy, nearly 
50 wing and region trophies and has taken part in numerous Air Cadet exchanges, 
expeditions and explorations across the world. The award was presented by 
president of the League of Mercy, Lord Lingfield, during a ceremony at the Mansion 
House in London. Speaking about the award, Flt Lt Cottier, a freeman of the City of 
London and a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Spectacle Makers, said it 
was a tremendous honour to be recognised.

“I could not have achieved any of the things cited for the award without 
the support and love of my wife Claire, as well as the long-term support 
and good wishes of the adult staff of Welling Squadron and the 
loyalty and hard work of each of the cadets over so many years. It 
is as much their award as mine. 2018 has been an amazing year: 
the award of the badge of the League of Mercy, Cadet Warrant 
Officer Molly Hewett becoming cadet of the year for Kent and 
being invited to represent the London Borough of Bexley at the 
royal wedding of HRH Prince Henry of Wales to Meghan Markle at St 
George’s Chapel Windsor.”  n

Raising their Sights
From Air Cadet detachment shooting 
team to competing at international 
level, the Council for Cadet Rifle 
Shooting will support air cadets in 
raising their sights.

Target rifle shooting is an expensive 
sport but RAF Air Cadets provides 
a fantastic opportunity for young 
people to develop their skills in a safe 
and controlled environment – and it is 
provided at no cost to the individual 
cadet. All cadets need to show is 
commitment and motivation and, for 
those who show real potential, there’s 
the chance to progress to national 
competitions and even to represent 
your country.

Air cadet detachments are 
responsible for completion of the cadet 

shooting syllabus. CCRS then organises 
national finals in the disciplines of air / 
.22, 5.56 mm, 7.62 mm and Clay target 
shooting.  

Each year around 500 air cadets take 
part in autumn/winter .22 competitions; 
120 air cadets take part in the 5.56 mm 
finals; 150 air cadets compete in the 
7.62 mm national competition and 
50 air cadets take part in the national 
clay competition. For those with ability 
and potential, CCRS offers opportunities 
for air cadets with full-bore target rifle 
shooting skills to shoot at international 
levels in the following teams:

• UK Cadet Rifle Team (U17) This is 
a team of 12 which competes in the 
Jersey Rifle Association competition.

• British Cadet Rifle Team (U18 – 
The Athelings) This is a team of 18 
which competes in the Canadian 
Cadet Full-Bore Championships 
and the Dominion of Canada Rifle 
Association Championships

• GB U19 Team This is a team of 
eight which competes in the South 
African Championships.

CCRS is a charity which works in 
partnership with the MOD to organise 
and promote the sport of competition 
rifle shooting across the four cadet youth 
movements.  To find out more contact 
Peter Turner, Shooting Manager at 
shootingmanager@ccrs.org.uk  
or 01483 473095 or visit  
www.ccrs.org.uk  n



Captain Carol Vorderman, pictured above, 
were among just a few of the VIPs joining 
the camp for the VIP day. After briefings 
with the Aviation Skills Partnerships, VIPs 
were split into groups and invited to 
meet cadets and test out some of the 
activities on offer including virtual reality 
flying, part task trainers as well as chatting 
to volunteers who help deliver this 
experience. Air Vice-Marshal Warren James 
was invited to unveil the Aaron Academy 
plaque which has temporarily been placed 
inside the 644 VGS building where some 
aerospace training will begin. 

Once the Aaron Academy has been 
constructed at RAF Syerston the plaque 
will be relocated to the new building. 

AVM Warren James tweeting about the 
camp said: “An excellent day – with huge 
thanks to our volunteers who help inspire 
youth, and the many parties who left 
impressed by youth.”

Former Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Andrew Pulford was also in 

attendance to handover a new Artificial 
Intelligence and Robotic Portal from BAe 
Systems which will remain at RAF Syerston 
to further aviation training for air cadets.

One of the highlights of the day was 
launching a weather balloon which 
included a time-lapse camera to send 
photos of its location back to the camp. 
The balloon reached 2,000ft before the 
lower air pressure caused it to pop. 

Cadet Warrant Officer James Bland 
has completed the Qualified Aerospace 
Instructors course and is one of the 
cadets leading training exercises at the 
Aerospace Camp. James said: “We’ve run 
several STEM activities across the whole 
camp. STEM is being pushed massively 
as part of the RAF100 anniversary and is a 
major part of how the RAF operates,  so 
it’s very important for them to have those 
skills and push that side so the cadets can 
understand and be inspired.” 

One of the aims of the camp is to 
ensure all cadets leave with a blue Wings 

badge. To achieve this, cadets must 
complete training at ground school, in a 
part task training (simulator) and finally get 
airborne in a glider or tutor. 

Cadet Warrant Officer Tayla Atkins, 19, 
of Kimbolton CCF(RAF) said: “I love flying, 
I love aviation and I really love the fact 
that the Air Cadets gives you so many 
opportunities to meet similar people 
and push yourself in ways you probably 
wouldn’t in a civilian camp 
or organisation.”

To fully ensure 
everyone left the camp 
truly inspired, the 
day ended with a 
full display from the 
Red Arrows, many 
of whom are former 
cadets, to showcase 
what can be possible 
with a STEM career 
either as a pilot or 
engineer.  n
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Inspirational RAF100 
Aerospace Camp 
Around 500 cadets from across the country have spent the  
week learning about all things aviation at the National  
Aerospace Camp at RAF Syerston.
The week-long camp has been designed 
to offer cadets a unique insight into 
aerospace, aviation and engineering 
experience with a tailored programme 
of training and activities developed 
in collaboration with the RAF and 
industry partners. 

As an RAF100 inspire event, the VIP 
day was an even bigger event for cadets, 
volunteers and invited partners. It offered 
cadets the opportunity to meet with 
industry partners at their engagement 
stands to explore potential career options, 
and gave key partners the chance to see 

the aviation offer available with the RAF Air 
Cadets and the working and operational 
commitment of the RAF to the RAFAC. 

Assistant Chief of the Air Staff Air 
Vice-Marshal Gerry Mayhew, AOC 22 Gp 
Air Vice-Marshal Warren James and RAF 
Air Cadets ambassador Honorary Group 

Words by Amy Zwaan
Images by Philip Jones



these can be used to support their goals. 
Run at a wing level only, the Silver Badge 
course prepares senior cadet leaders to 
better manage teams even outside the 
RAF Air Cadets. 

Interactive
Both courses are designed to be as 
interactive as possible, with a host of 
group tasks and discussions mixed so 
cadets can understand what it means to 
be a leader, with the support of others 
on their course. 

The complete syllabus, including 
presentations, activity and lessons plans, 

is available for CFAVs to download from 
the Training Officers’ Area in Bader 
SharePoint. The policy is in ACTO 85. 
Being able to integrate the leadership 
modules into other programmes may 
in future allow it to be delivered within 
fieldcraft or sports courses for example.

The syllabus took around six months 
of work to create with Staffordshire Wing 
Training Officer, Flt Lt Jarrod Williams, 
leading a working group including CFAVs 
from the ATC and CCF, as well as cadets, 
to produce the content.

“We wanted to design a course that 
not only helped our cadets become 
leaders within the organisation, but 
also made sure they could take the 
skills to other places, like work, college 
or other environments. The whole 
syllabus makes use of mixture of military 
leadership techniques and training from 
professional workplaces to give a real 
breath of insight into what it means to be 
a leader. 

“The Bronze Badge course is designed 
to build on Blue Badge by helping cadets 

understand more about leading in a 
situation, whether that’s the command 
tasks on the practical exercises, or a 
task on their squadron like running 
the canteen. 

“The Silver Badge builds on leading 
longer-term projects, like leading 
a squadron through their wing 
competition day preparation and 
managing teams as they grow and 
evolve; as well as understanding their 
own personal leadership style.”

Informative
Cadets, including a number of Qualified 
Junior Leaders, also inputted on the 
course content. CWO Nathan Treacy 
of 60 (Leek) Squadron was one of the 
first cadets to be put through the 
intermediate (silver) course in February. 

He said, “The course was really 
informative. I did both the Bronze and 
Silver Badges to help test how it feels 
as a cadet to make sure it wasn’t too 
overwhelming and gave me some skills 
I can actually use. It meant not only 
did I earn my Silver Badge, but I can 
also now support running courses as 
directing staff.

“The course has a real mixture of 
topics and as there are lots of activities 
and group discussions. It helps you 
understand how the things you learn can 
actually be used on your squadron. 

“While there is lots of information, and 
you still have to pass the assessments at 
the end, it’s really enjoyable. It was really 
great for cadets to be involved in shaping 
it too, it’s great to know you’ve been 
part of something cadets across the 
organisation will benefit from. If you see 
the opportunity to earn your leadership 
badge come up in your wing, either as 
part of another course or just standalone, 
make sure you put your name down. 
You won’t regret it.”

The course was reviewed by other 
Wings, with trial courses being run to 
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The Progressive Training Syllabus (PTS) has now been running 
for over 18 months with cadets right across the RAF Air Cadets 
earning achievements in aviation, shooting, music, radio, cyber, 
first aid and more. 
Earlier this year, a group of staff 
and cadets from Staffordshire Wing 
created and tested a Bronze and 
Silver Leadership Badge programme, 
endorsed by Wing Training Officers and 
HQ RAF Air Cadets.

And having completed the first 
ever course at DMS Whittington in 
Lichfield, cadets from  Staffordshire and 
neighbouring Merseyside Wings were 
the first cadets in the RAF Air Cadets 
to wear the Bronze or Silver Leadership 

Badge on their brassard. Building on 
what cadets learn when completing 
their Blue Badge, the basic (Bronze) and 
intermediate (Silver) courses explore 
even more of the theory and practical 
elements of leadership cadets can utilise 
on their squadrons, as well as at school, 
college, or in work. 

Both courses are designed to be 
modular, so the delivery of the course 
can be adapted to suit the time (such as 
a weekend or multiple days) and facilities 
available to squadrons, or they could be 
integrated with another course, such as a 
junior or senior NCO course for example. 

Delivered at a sector or wing level, the 
Bronze Badge course explores basic 
leadership theory, how to implement this 
and provides top tips on communication. 
Over eight hours cadets will learn new 
leadership skills before demonstrating 
them during a practical assessment and 
a written open-book assessment.

For the nine-hour Silver Badge 
intermediate course, the six modules go 
beyond traditional leadership techniques 
and look and how cadets can balance 
the needs of task, team and individual, 
as well as getting to know their own 
individual leadership traits and how 

Words & Images by  Flt Lt Jarrod Williams

No Ordinary 
Leader

 We wanted to design a course that not only helped our  
cadets become leaders within the organisation, but also  
made sure they could take the skills to other places ... 



help make sure the modules worked 
across different regions. The course is 
also being constantly reviewed to make 
sure the subjects covered and all the 
materials remain up-to-date. 

Valuable
Flt Lt Williams added: “It was a great 
experience to work with people right 
across the RAF Air Cadets to put this 
together, as well as running the course 
with different cadets and getting their 
help to really make it work for everyone. 

“We teach self-reflection as a valuable 
tool on the course, and we certainly 
made use of that ourselves, meaning that 
our first official course went brilliantly 
with some great feedback from the 

Staffordshire and Merseyside Wing 
cadets who attended. 

“To be eligible for any Leadership 
badge, a cadet should have achieved 
the badge below. As an interim measure, 
Wing Training Officers can authorise 
direct entry to the Bronze and Silver 
Badge courses if the cadet has attained 
the appropriate standard through 
experience or competence. 

“However, completing each badge 
in turn will help build their knowledge, 
give them time to put into practice 
what they have learnt, develop further 
and ultimately prepare them for 
the Gold Badge syllabus on the Air 
Cadet Leadership Course or Junior 
Leaders’ Course.”  n

Hot shots
Despite some of the hottest weather on record, the Air 
Training Corps’ top shooters remained cool, calm and 
collected at the Inter-Services Cadet Rifle Meeting (ISCRM) at 
Bisley, winning the Inter-Services Cup.

This year, 120 air cadets fought for top honours in this 
prestigious competition, shooting against cadets from all the 
cadet services nationwide as well as cadets from the Royal 
Canadian Army Cadets. In temperatures at times topping 30C, 
the RAFAC collected an amazing array of awards, including  
several of the major trophies as well as individual medal placings 
over the three days of fierce competition.

The main highlight, however, was on the last day of shooting 
on Sunday morning when the Corps fielded two teams of eight 
in the Inter-Services Shoulder-to-Shoulder Match against the Sea 
Cadet Corps and the Army Cadet Force at 600 yards. 

Despite being the underdogs, the Corps ‘A’ team put in a 
sterling performance to beat the SCC and ACF to win the Inter-
Services Cup.

Wing Commander George Campbell, Officer in Charge of 
Corps Shooting at Bisley and OC Competitions and Development 
Team at HQAC, said: “Although the Corps appeared to be 
statistically weaker on rifle scores during the two previous days 
of shooting against the Army Cadet Force, our firers and coaches 
put in a fantastic effort and we coped much better than the 
other two Services with the tricky wind conditions.

 He added: “I am really thrilled at the focus and attitude 
that both our ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams had in the final with all our firers 
and coaches putting up a magnificent show on the day. I am 
delighted that the team came through triumphantly to rise 
above the rest and secure the Inter-Services Trophy in this the 
100th Anniversary of our parent service.”  n

IMAGE: The winning  ‘A’ Team with HQAC staff. The team consisted of the 
following cadets: Sgt Garman, 30F (Llandaff ) Sqn; Cpl Davis, 30F (Landaff ) 

Sqn; Flt Sgt Hardy, 1903 (Penge) Sqn; Cpl Chisholm, 2452 (Shawlands 
Academy) Sqn; Sgt O’Keefe, 1344 (Cardiff ) Sqn; Sgt Lancaster, 30F (Llandaff ) 

Sqn; Sgt Wilkes, 2077 (Pontyclun) Sqn & Cpl Saltmarch, 2077 (Pontyclun) Sqn.
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Summary of Modules:

Bronze Leadership Badge
Module 1 - Introducing Leadership
• Need for leadership
• Approaches to leadership
• Basis of leadership

Module 2 - Understanding 
Leadership
• Functional leadership (Task, Team, 

Individual needs)
• Leadership styles (Autocratic & 

Democratic)

Module 3 - Implementing 
Leadership
• Task sequencing (PICSIE)
• The value of self-reflection

Module 4 - Delivering Leadership
• Verbal / non-verbal 

communication
• Communicating to different 

audiences
• Methods of giving orders
• Giving and receiving feedback

Silver Leadership Badge
Module 1 - Team Leadership 1
• Working with teams
• Team / group dynamics
• Leadership culture
• Followership

Module 2 – Team Leadership 2
• Roles within a team

Module 3 - Task Leadership
• Management vs Leadership
• Target setting
• Task prioritisation

Module 4 - Individual Leadership 1
• Delegation
• Team member performance levels

Module 5 – Individual Leadership 2
• Personality type indicators

Module 6 - Delivering Leadership
• Communication by behaviour 
• Transactional analysis
• Positive influencing
• Effective writing

80 YEARS OF AIR CADET MAGAZINE

(A
ll shooting is conducted under strict supervision)

Mass Muster 
Marks RAF100
Hundreds of air cadets from across 
Scotland, England and Northern Ireland 
travelled to Leuchars, Fife for a chance to 
take to the skies in a Chinook helicopter.

More than 1,400 cadets and staff were able to experience 
the thrill of taking to the air in the iconic Chinook for an 
RAF100 two-day training exercise at Leuchars airfield in Fife. 

The crews from RAF Benson and RAF Odiham worked 
tirelessly for two days, ensuring flight after flight of eager 
cadets received a 10-minute sortie around the airfield.

Cadets and staff alike described the exercise as ‘a trip 
of a lifetime’ whilst for others it proved nothing short 
of inspirational.

Cadet Abigaile Roebuck from 161 (1st Highland) Squadron 
said: “It’s my first time on a helicopter and it compared to 
nothing else- I loved it! I’ve known for a long time that I 
wanted to be in the RAF but I wasn’t sure if I wanted to be an 
engineer or a pilot. But from this trip I can say I do want to be 
a pilot and I do want to fly a Chinook.”

Group Captain Jim Leggat, the Regional Commandant of 
Scotland and Northern Ireland said: “This is a fantastic event 
and it’s actually the fourth flying muster that has taken place 
with cadets- but it’s the biggest one yet.

“It really inspires youth-aviation is at the heart of the air 
cadets. It inspires not only cadets but the adult volunteers 
who really keep the organisation going and I take my hat off 
to them.

“To fly in a Chinook is pretty special for anyone- when I 
was a cadet I can remember my first sortie and it’s something 
they’ll never forget.” 

In all, 1,431 people had flown over the two-day event with 
the last flight including  Air Vice Marshal Ross Paterson, the Air 
Officer for Scotland.  n
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